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UNLESS STATED "ALL AGES ', SHOWS 
ARE FOR OVER 18 S AND I.D MUST BE SHOWN 


SAT 05 OCT 

POD PEOPLE + COD PEACE + 
SHIFTER + FOREHEAD 


TUE 08 OCT TICKETS ON SALE "ALL AGES SHOW 


THU 10 OCT 


FRI 1 1 OCT 




SAT 1 2 OCT 


WED 16 OCT 


B&GKE® 


THU 17 OCT 


TUMBLEWEED 

AAAGIC DIRT + fSAUDLUNGS 


FRI 18 OCT 

PUCKERLIPS COW 


SAT 1 9 OCT 

THE JAMES VALENTINE QUARTET 


THU 24 OCT WITM NAKED SOUL 

JAZZ N JUGS 


SAT 26 OCT 

DOMINGO 


WED 30 OCT TICKETS ON SALE NOW 

POWDERFINGER 

F* O i-l_Y A TM tsi A 



fri 1 nov 96 

the porkers 

mr blond 

loin groin 




SAT 02 NOV AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL 


LIQUID + SWIM + PLAN B 
+ HENRY'S ANGER + ENTROPY 


THU 7 NOV 

AMMONIA 

X STUFF 


FRI 15 NOV" 

SUPERCHUNK 

+ SMUDGE 
TICKETS ON SALE 14.10.96 


funky, acid, 
afro, lounge 


ANl U concei lline: 249 2546 
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Ht letters 

Hear what the campus commentators have to say about our 
very own election frauds; it’s time for the stocks and rotten tomatoes! 


news 

All the gory details on the University Games; the score so far 
Beer: I, Liver: 0, Australian Federal Police: 64 


Meet El Presidente 1 997 
Matt Tinning. 


O Taxi Driver — 

Tales From the Driver’s Seat 

We have all, at one or another time, been totally in- 
competently drunk in a taxi, some of us have tried to engage the 
driver in discussions on Nietzche, others have spewed up on the 
newly-cleaned carpet, but none of us have probably thought about 
what it’s like in the driver’s seat. Courtesy of The Other Side, Woroni 
brings you tales from the Driver’s Seat . . i 


regulars 

12 Soapbox, 

13 Thanks for the Mammaries 

14 Campus Culture 

15 The Ferret Squeaks 

16 President’s Report 

17 Graffiti strikes again! 


entertainment 


with a special feature on the loads of goodies in 
store for you during the National Festival ofTheatre, being held 
right here in Canberra! 

Plus, read about Rats in the Ranks, Malibu Shores, 
and the latest album from REM (to name a few). 


Behind the Face 
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lIVWXyMTOCy^#!: ’ll I, 

Wadgate: your say 


Dear Madam, 

r was appalled to Itear oK the allega- 
tions regarding the Labor ticket’s stul'ling 
of ballot boxx’s in the Students Associa- 
tion elections. 

It concerns me that these Labor 
students will be the next generation of 
Labor poliricians. Can we expect such 
unethical behaviour at a Federal level in 
years to come.’ If these people are not 
properly disciplined by the Libor Parti’ 
itself, then surely the ALP is sending a 
message, loud and clear, that it endorses 
such actions. 

“That’s why I gave my first prefer- 
ence to The Family, a ticket tliat was 
at least honest in its dishonesty” 

I’ve always felt that ethics was a 
secondary concern to most politicians. 
The disgraceful behaviour of these Labor 
students merely confirms this belief. 

That’s why I gave my first preference 
to The Family, a ticket that «'as at least 
honest in its dishonesty. In hindsight, I 
expect one could be e.xcuscd for thinking 
the Labor ricket adopted much of The 
Family’s policies; only Libor wasn’t 
joking about the “Frequent Voter” 
Scheme. 

Yours in disgust, 

John Wilson 

Dear Editor, 

I teel that I have to apologise to the 
General Student Body, for it is a disgrace 
to have run on a ticket which h;is been 
aeeused of the ‘Wads Incident’ in the SA 
Elections last term. 

“it is a disgrace to have run on a 
ticket which has been acaiscd of tlie 
Wads Licident’ in die SA Elections 
last term” 


It’s a pity that it happened and I hope 
William Mackerras would take acrions 
against the culprits. 

. In the end I am sorry to be associated 
with the group accused but I believe that 
the RAGE ticket as a whole was not 
involved. I am in RAGE so are other 
innocent candidates on the ticket. 

Yours, 

Qasim Zaidi. 

Dear Ed, 

They maintained the Rage. 

First they appointed their people as 
officials. 

Then they appointed their people as 
candidates. 

Then they appointed 146 invisible 
voters. 

They even tried to appoint the winner. 

They maintained the Rage with 
incompetent appointments. 

Ima Poit 

Dear Editor, 

Few people are so worthy of our 
condemnation as whichever members of 
the Rage ticket conspired to rig our 
Association elections. Yet the student 
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politicians of this campus ought to be 
wary .ibout seizing moral high ground 
they have no right to occupy. Until such 
time ;is they realise that there is a dear 
distinction between persuading people to 
vote with argument and enticing them 
with material reward (such as free beer), 
and that as such we have a concept of 
bribery, they should not comment. 
Neither should they comment until they 
realise that they alone have the power to 
break the vicious circle in ivhich politi- 
cians say to themselves “the other side 
tells lies, therelbrc we need to tell lies to 
stop them winning” and also “the voters 
never believe us, so let’s lie” (while voters 
respond “the politicians always lie, .so let’s 
disbelieve them”). 

“by holding up Rage as our exem- 
plar of immorality we are fiu‘ less 
inclined to cake seriously our own 
etiiical breaches” 

They should recognise that it is 
unethical to promise to do something 
that has already been done, or failing 
that, to take credit for w’har has been 
done by otheis. They should realise that 
the other side removing your Icallets does 
not justiii’ your doing it too. 

'I'lierc were two tragedies in the vote- 
rigging affair. The first is obvious — the 
vote-rigging itself. The second is that by 
holding up Rage as our exempKir of 
immoralitj' wx’ are lar less inclined to take 
seriously our ow'ii ethical breaches. 

Patrick Mackerras 

Dear Editor, 

They say that an imaginary friend can 
be a great solace to a lonely soul. I hope 
that Daniel Jenkin’s 146 imaginary 
friends w'ill show the same solid.iriti' in 
standing by him now in this time of 
adversity, that they did when they voted 
for him. 

Yours in hope, 

Heidi Zwar 

Law Soc. President responds... 

Dear Ed, 

Thank You Siobhan McDonnell for 
your letter (Woroni August 1996). The 
‘poem’ in question was a parody of a 
Marilyn Monroe song (which itself was 
probably a parody) and was written in a 
private capacity rather than as part of my 

“I do not believe that tiie sterc- 
otjpes or activities described in tiie 
song do in fact exist or occur” 

duties as President of the I.aw 
Students’ society. I do not believe that 
the stereoty'pes or activities described in 
the song do in fact exist or occur. I am 
sad that some students took exception to 
it when printed in Peppercorn. The Law 
Students’ Society' has worked exception- 
ally hard this year to become and open 
and accessible Society and forum for 
students and their concerns. As part of 
this process wc have maintained a firm 
commitment to women’s issues and will 


continue to do .so. 
Yours Sincerely 


Fleur Just. 


Header Culprit spealcs out 

The Fxiitor, 

just thought I’d mention an incident 
that took place at the Uni Bar around 
May when the Pei'tli band Header took 
the stage (CD out now I'rom all good CD 
stores), nieu’re a neat, young outfit with 
the look and sound that appeal - to some. 
For one reason or another, .some clown 
jumped up on stage and in a few seconds 
kick over both microphone stands, a 
carefully placed “Rickenbackcr” guitar 
and having made it p.ast these barriers, 
strove to destroy the “Marchall Stack”. 
That’s it, the show’s over , the culprit 
wrestled off to a back room and the lead 
guitarist is in tears. Ibtal damage:- 
S475.00. 

That culprit was me. Ufc ban from the 
Uni Bar, the night in a holding call to be 
charged with assault and willful destruc- 
tion of property' to be heal'd before a 
magistrate. 

Now, why did I do it.’ Just a thought, 
suicide in Australia in young men has 
skyrocketed and they don’t give a damn. 

Paul O’Connor 



Request for Penpals 

Dear Sir/niadam 

I am very delighted to write to you this 
letter. 1 hope by the grace of almighty 
God you arc healed and healthy as 1 am 
over here. I am a Ghanaian student and I 
am interested in corresponding with 
other people in other countries. I hope 
my application will meet your kindly 
consideration. Anybody can write to me. 

I want to hear form males and Icmalcs. I 
need more friends. Please tell them 
anyone who wil like to write to me 
should try as much as possible to send me 
his photograph or picture. 

Name: Michail Shiress-Brayce 

Address: Abura Ahniadiyva JSS 

PO Box 58 

Cape Coast 

GHANA 

Age: 15 

Sex: Male 

Occupation: student 
Hobbies: going to church, reading the 
bible, writing to penpals, listening to 
gospel music 

Apologies 

Woroni would like to humbly 
apologise to the following 
people for fucking up their 
election statements in the 
edition 8 Election Feature: 
Natalie Zirngast (who is not 
with the SWSC) 

Arthur Gretton 
John Austin 
Phillip Allen 


Housing Online 

Need a place to live? 


Accommodation information and a listing 
of properties and rooms available on the 
private rental market is now on the Internet 
through the CIS Home Page. 

URL: http://cis.anu.edu.au/Housing/ 
housing.html 

For more information contact the Housing 
Referral Service Officer on 243 3 1 00 or 
018 623 860. 

This service is brought to you by the 
ANU Housing Office. 


■ 
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The last chance to advertise 


in Woroni in I 


draws 


ever nigh. Deadline is 
Tuesday IS October. Call 



, and boost 


sales as we 


Car for Sale 

Datsun 1 200. 1 973 model. Rego 
till January 1997. $800 o.n.o. Call 
Naomi on 249 1930. 




NEWS 






NING 







STARTS SATURDAY, 12th OCTOBER, 9:00 a.m. 

Students join the Summit Club for ‘'free” and receive 20% off* 
non-sale items on Sat 12th and Sun 13th October. 


Boots up to 50% off 
^ Sleeping bags up to 40% off 
^ Beal ropes 30% off 
^ Karabiners $6.95 

and much more. . . 


^ Packs up to 50% off 
^ Tents up to 50% off 
' Boreal climbing boots up to 50% off 
^ Wild Country harnesses up to 50% off 


20 Allara St, ph. 257 5926, opposite Capital Parkroyal 

^ Limited quantities only. Discount applies to Summit Club members only. 
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Differential 


S A. Election 
Results 


unfair 

ALSA 


Successful c.'indidate(s) 
(in order ofdcclion) ' . 
President 
Matt Tinning 
Gcncr.-il Secretary 
; Harry Grccnwcii 
Treasurer . , 

Arnand.i Frost-Driiry 
: Editor(s) of-Woroni 
"“G:Porcc”— ' - 
Mathew Darke 
Conn Thrpsby ( 

Stephen Rebikpft 

; O -IT* . • 


The Council of the Australasian 
Law Students’ Association con- 
vened in Brisbane last week to dis- 
cuss the federal Budget cuts to 
Higher Education and the pro- 
posed changes to the HECS sys- 
tem. 

The ALSA Council resolved to 
completely reject the concept of 
differential HECS, anil to actively 
pursue a unified campaign across 
Australia against the proposed 
HECS changes. This campaign 
will ini'olvc a series of press re- 
leases by all 37 member law stu- 
dents’ societies and a national pe- 
dtion which will be tabled in Par- 
liament prior to the Education 
Budget reaching the Senate. 

Mr Emanuel Gaganis, ALSA 
President, said: “The differential 
HECS system is inhereritly ineq- 
uitable in that it exacerbates c.x- 
isting disadvantages confronting 
many students. The majority of 
law students already face a signifi- 
cant financial burden because they 
arc required to pay considerable 
amounts for their practical legal 
training.” 

Following the recent rise in the 
fee for Legal Workshop to S6, 925 
many students feel it is particularly 
important chat ANU law students 
join in the fight against the intro- 
duction of differencial HECS. 

ANU students can assist the 
campaign by signing the ALSA 
petition, available outside the 
Front Office at the Law School 
and at the Students’ Association 
up until Friday 18 October. 

For more information about 
the national campaign and the 
campaign on the local front con- 
tact the ANU Law Students’ So- 
ciety' on 249 0687. 


The 1996 Students’ .A.s.sociatiun 
Elections have ended in contro- 
versy, with allegations of ‘ballot- 
box stuffing’ being made against 
the Rage ticket. This has led to 
the resignation of the current SA 
treasurer, Mr Daniel Jenkins, who 
was the “Rage” candidate for 
President of the Association. 

Ballot papers appear to have 
been stolen during the course of 
the election and put into the bal- 
lot box in several instalments over 
the four days of polling. The re- 
port of the returning officer, Reg- 
istrar Mr Bob Arthur, states that 
“on opening the two ballot boxes 
in M'hich the voting papers for the 
position of President were depos- 
ited, my assistants and the scruti- 
neers observed four discrete bun- 
dles of voting papers, which were 
easily identifiable among individu- 
ally deposited papers, by the man- 
ner in which they were folded to- 
gether. On close inspection, all of 
these papers recorded a first pref- 
erence vote for the same candidate 
[ic Mr Jenkins]”. 

Mr Jenkins has publicly denied 
any involvement with the wads of 
ballot papers. 

The wads totalled 146 votes, 
but the count was such that in- 
clusion of these votes made no 
difference to the outcome. 

Election officers were alerted to 
the possibility of finding the wads 
in the ballot bo.xes during the last 
afternoon of polling. A complaint 
was made to the current Presi- 


dent, Mr William iVIackerras, and 
the Administrator, Ms Karen 
Hagan, that a member of the Rage 
ticket had been seen inserting 
multiple presidential ballot papers 
in the box. The Returning Offic- 
er’s report notes that the subse- 
quent discovery of wads appeared 
to substantiate this compl.iint. 

Mr Mackerras is currently con- 
ducting investigations into the af- 
fair. He is confident that two poll- 
ing officers were involved, as two 
signatures only appeared on the 
votes in the wads. In addition, the 
number of votes actually cast for 
the position of general secretary 
was significantly less chan the 
number of people who registered 
CO voce. Mr Mackerras suspects 
that two polling officers deliber- 
ately withheld general secretary 
ballot papers from voters who, by 
I'irtue of holding “Counterattack” 
leaflets, seemed likely to vote 
against “Rage”. He has said that 
if his suspicions arc. confirmed, 
offending polling officers will not 
be paid. The five polling officers, 
themselves students, were chosen 
by Mr Jenkins in his role as SA 
treasurer. 

Mr Mackerras has been unable 
to ascertain which members of the 
Rage ticket were involved. 

A formal complaint under the 
Association constitution has been 
submitted. On the 1 7th of Octo- 
ber a general meeting of the As- 
sociation will elect a committee to 
inquire into the matter. 


Matt Tinning - S.A. President lor 1997 


Law 

Honours 

Under 

Review 

...Again 


iJ-SRG Representatives: 

; General Representatives!*: 
fe Paul Clarke . 

; Beth IDriscoll 
KcKin Watt : 

Patrick Mackerras 
Martin lids : 

^ Ben Reese 

'’Julie Quine -1% < 

:“;Haidi Willmot 
M^Ssret Kilcullcn r 
'Andrew Vance 
Arts Representatives ; 

: Jessica Wyndham - ' 

Jason: Ives ' -'m 

Jasbn Gcbalo 
Science Representatives 
Fred Ford : . ' 

Jasmine Lee ; , 

Eco/Comr. Representatives 
^ John Austrri ; v l*r- 

;f Vilaysinh.Manyloun 
' Engineering: and Info-tech Rep 
Ariliur Gretton 

j 'Eaw Representative . ' : - 

i : Gloria Wong - -a • 

Asian Studies Rep ,, ’ 

; Sophia Cason - ? 

Part time Rep to SRC - 
y Craig Cork - , ^ 


iPlieh’candidates appoint officials 


Improper electoral practices come" 
in’many guises. Some shonky bc- 
havioviti will’ constitute, a -strict 


GSF to stay at $180 


Comment 
bv Horse— 


The ANU Finance Committee has 
agreed to recommend to Council 
that the GSF be S 180 in 1997. 

Should Council accept the 
rccomcndation, it will be the third 
successive year in which the GSF 
has not been increased. 

The ANU Students’ Associa- 
tion will receive an extra SI 00,000 
from the GSF, the majority of 
which will go to Clubs and Socie- 
ties. The Sports Union’s share will 
go up by $20,000. 

These increases will be paid for 
by a reduction in the capital de- 
velopment component of the fee. 

William Mackerras, President of 
the Students’ Association, hopes 
that Council will accept the 
rccomcndation at its October 1 1 
meeting “It’s great that students 
will get more services without 
having to pay more for it”. 


qe.ru cu as -omciau^ - , , 

;Yet Other actions, even moreim-.'. Prior to the election, the Labor . - Agnes Agamaiand/iBchnda Gra-; 

"''vcn. . 

the (aw and ekape unchi^cj^gcd^^ciaripn" William Mackerras, asked Furthermore, when die votes 

^ The recent Student’s Associa- the Labor Treasurer, Daniel ^ were counted after the election, 
tipnelecnonwasaclMsicinstance ^ Jentans, to hand pick sevend stii '7^tlie Returning officer was officially 
of some prett)' smelly behaviour “‘dentVwho would act as offiaals.>:^t-:assjsted! by .both' Mackcrra,s (tKc" 

Thcnwstmapprof^natcfcatiu'cbf outgoing Labor SAPteSdent) and 
/ulcs. Idpst concerning was.dic’’;^thXarrmgemcaFwM tl^ , Yvette Marun (the current PrcsLl 

appointment of officials -who^un ^^was,to subsequently nonunate'as dent ofth^ANU Labor Club):’ All 
thcpolls. Under thcSi^s’pIcctoral,” <the,'^bor candidate for Presidentij^f^thesappointments' mentioned iiv 
rules (section 6), It IS die Unixcr - ■'m the^e elections Thus the main K . dusi article- arc. exposed ' by the* 
S^ty Registrar who appoints a,ssisr- " partisan candidate was picking the * Registrar m hts 'Returning Offip-^ 

ants to help am the election Ther^»apparcndy impartial officialsi Al- cr’s report 
Registrar hand-picked three Uni though Mackerras tolS Jcnlcins to It is a bizarre election where 
vefsity,^burcaucrats,' but plsoz^'^sk* each ,jick?t of- candidates' ‘JAev^rry st'udfnt^o^cial was either aj 
sought several students to aMist^,(’whe^e/diey -approved of dl’tliesc, ',sehiorJ.alM^siuyent(activistotan 
Although the Registrar presum-'^, appomtmcnts;7rnkins only.a,sked-*<l?'appointcesof’one'-'''Itus’^a':fragile 
ably ratified these student ap- soweof thei tickcKvaBout.JoweoFA'institiitioiiithac'ailbwsuts dcino-j 

P,o**7tocnts, he did not cxerasc ^ his appointees" The students ap “ craiicproccsscstdbesocasilycap^ 
pnginaJ - discretion in Aeir- sclcc- - - - pointed were Fuad Aliinad.,: Seair* - turc^and controllcdi-bysa; single" 


6 Woroni 10 October 1996 






Medal 


4/10/96) 


jl8 ’Victon.i Uni 

19 Unirof New England ^ : 

20 Bond Uni . >' 

21 Southern Cl Ois Uni 

22 Uni of Technology - Syd. 

23 Uni of Newcastle 

;24 Dcakin Uni y.Burwood 

25 Uni of Ballarat 

26 Uni- of Southern Queensland ■ 

27 Uiu of Western Sydney ^ 

28 Uni of iVIclbournCj, 

29. Monash Uni - Clayton ' . , 
30'ADFA Vr 

31 Adelaide Uni 

32 'Otbgo Uni - NZ £ , t- 

33 RMIT -Northern’ 

34 -Uni of Western Australia 
35.UnrofWaikatbNZ~^ , ,-t^ 
'S^'tAnstralian Catholic Uni. - NSW 
37'Quccn$land UniofTcch T 
33-Charlcs Sturt Uni - Mitchell " 


; ^nancs arurt yni - Mjtcncii ^ ^ y- y 
i39?Um of Western Sydney Nepean^#?® 
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Blood 


|1^■ Michael O>ok 


University' 

Gold 

Silver Bronze 

Total : 

i Sydney Uni , 

12 

17' 



2 Uni of NSW 

11 

9 


31 

3“ Uni of Queensland . , 

7 

'4 


i4 t 

4 Um of Canberra -n-idl. 

7 

J 

’^3 

13 

5 Macquarie Uni 

5 

2 

- 0 , 

7 

6 ANU ” /j. 

5 

1 

1 

7 

7 Griffith , Uni -Gold Coast • «s 5 

5 - 

1 

1 

7 

8; Australian Gollcgc;of Physical Ed ; 

3 

1 

1 

5 

9 Swinbiunc Uiu ofTcch 

3 

0 

0 

3 

10 ■' Monash Uni- Caulfield/Pciiinsula 

2 ' 

1 

’ i' 1 


' 1 1 Wollongong Uni 

2 

1 

1 

4 

fl2 Dcakin Uni ^Geelong ';?* . ■ 

2 

1 



.3 Australian Catholic Um (- QLD 

’ 2 

0 

"fS- 0 

2 

14 Griffith Uni 

1' 1 

2 

1 

4 . 

'15 RMIT -City- 

1 

1 

-'1. 2 

4 4tS 

16 Uni of Soudi Australia 

1 

1 

I 

3 

J.17 James Cook Um y • j 

1 

1 

0 

2/L 


In the Men’s lOOm final, the 
pinnacle of the Atliletics meet, 
ANU student Patrick Johnson 
blitzed tlic field to win in 10.47 
seconds - unofficially placing him 
in the top 1 5 runncis in Australia. 
Johnson’s siicecss surprised eve- 
rybody, as he only decided to 
compete in the University Games 
a couple of months ago and did 
not have a Full-time coach or strict 
training regimen. 

Garth Livermore, ANU team 
manager, who ‘sort of coached’ 
Johnson after identifying his ‘raw 
talent’, outlined the relaxed way 
Johnson prepared for tlie Games: 
“I helped him our in the gym 
every now and then, and some- 
times we’d do a track session at 
the AIS.” 

Other memhei-s of ANU Ath- 
letics scjuad also produced out- 
standing results. Nicole Myszka 
snared the gold medal in the 
women’s shotput with 13.69in - 
two meti'cs further than her near- 
est opponent. She al.so won the 
liammcr throw, and claimed sil- 
ver in the discus. Gram Edwards 
convincingly won the men’s ham- 
mer throw with 51m- die second- 
place getter, from ADFA, could 
only manage 35.26 metres. 
Melanie Bradley strode away in 
the women’s 800m final to claim 
the gold medal, with the margin 
to second place over five seconds. 

The ANU also featured promi- 
nently in team sports. The men’s 
Australian Rules and women’s 
soccer teams both performed 
above expectations, with both 
teams making the finals. The 
Aussie Rules team won silver, as 
did the women’s soccer team in 
what was a very close result. 

The men’s watcipolo team dis- 
played incredible feats of endur- 
ance and strength to dcservingly 
win the gold medal, after remain- 
ing undefeated throughout the 
preliminary rounds. During the 
week, team members often took 
their slogan - “Fight like a bear 
and drink like a fish” - too .seri- 
ously, directly leading to one 
ANU team member vomiting in 
the pool drains during a match. 
Hoii'cver, the team courageously 
battled the opposition, and alco- 
hol poisoning, to beat Mona.sli 
University' 12-4 in the final. 

Ben Tiff'en, an integral part of 


Mens waterpolo team rejoices 
alter yet another win 


riic 1990 Australian University 
Ciame.s, lieid from September 29 
ilirougli October 4, was liigli- 
lighted by controversial incidents, 
wiilespread drunkenness, and out- 
sianding results for the ANU 
team. The event, joint!)' hosted in 
the A.C.T. by the ANU and Uni- 
ver.siry of Canberra, attracted 
competitors from 60 Universities 
throughout Australia, New Zea- 
land, and South Africa - as well as 
teams from the United States and 
.Singapore. 

I'he ANU team revelled in the 
Univer.sity Games’ highly com- 
peiirivc atmosphere. Members 
prodiieed remarkable perform- 
.inces, defeating highly fancied 
Lind oeeasionally professional) 
opponent.s. 


Iniimale 
physical 
contact 
occurred 
t»lh on 
and off 
Ihe 
Court 


Patrick Johnson takes out the 100m in 10.47 seconds. 


the team, labelled the win ‘ex- 
hilarating’, whilst Hiroshi 
Kovai'assi concisely detailed liis 
emotional response: “Fantastic. 

I like water polo.” Outstanding 
eontributions to die team’s sue- 
ces.s were made by Rodd 
Messent in goal, Craig Miller, 
Trent Burkett, and Dylan Lees. 
After the onc-.sided final, Adrian 
Lynch spoke for the ream when 
he declared “I thought it was a 
hit disappointing Monash didn’t 
put up more ofa fight. It doesn't 
really matter though - we won, 
and we’re gonna liit the piss to- 
night!” 

Eicry niglir of the Univcrsiti' 
Games, thousands of competi- 
tors streamed into Civic night- 
spots to unwind after a hard day 
of participating or cheering. This 
inevitably led to eonfroniations 
with police. By the oftieial close 
of the Games, 64 University 
Games participants had been de- 
tained for drunk and disorderly 
behaviour - four times as many 
arrests as occurred during the 
1995 Games. All were held in 
cells underneath Civic police sta- 
tion until sober. 

Tills ‘excessively rowdy’ be- 
haviour provoked police to dou- 
ble the number of street patrols 
in Civic after the Closing Cer- 
emony. An Al-T’ spokesman 
warned that “Ifyou decide to go 
out and party, we will try and 
curtail your behaviour”, and 
deemed unacceptable the crimes 
committed throughout the week 

- which ranged from ‘unlawful 
urination in a public area’ to ‘in- 
decent exposure’. University' 
Games Chairman, Philip Scith, 
acknowledged that “some of the 
students have drunk too much”, 
and thanked the police for their 
help. 

With over 6,000 competitors 
participating in 21 different 
sports during the Games - mak- 
ing it a bigger logistical exercise 
than the Commonwealth Games 

- it was inevitable that contro- 
versy would arise. In one exam- 
ple, several female baseballers 
were excluded from playing by 
organisers, on the basis that it 
was a ‘men’s only’ competition. 

One female competitor af- 


fected by the ruling, who did not 
want to be identified, Iselicvcd the 
deci.sion was baseless and diserimi- 
naior)'. “We tried out for the ream 
in exactly the same way as the 
guys, and we w'cre selected purely 
on merit. Now they won’t let us 
play because u'c don’t have pe- 
nises. It strikes me as being a little 
unfair.” The decision was hastily 
repealed after widespread con- 
demnation. 

Atrocious weather during the 
first nvo days of full competition 
forced the po.stponcment of al- 
most all outdoor sports, and led 
to confusion amongst partici- 
pants. Softball, touch football, 
tennis, cycling, baseball, and soc- 
cer were ail alTectcd - only Aus- 
tralian Rules braved the mud, 
wind and rain in an eftbrt to keep 
on schedule. This led to several 
unintentional forfeits within the 
competitions concerned, as 
changes to playing times were 
sometimes not announced to die 
teams involved. Sport manager 
Danny Matthews dismissed the 
complaints, stating the teams in- 
volved were responsible for check- 
ing for any changes. 

Despite all tlie conftision and 
controversy, awful weather and 
drunken participants, the 1996 
Australian University' Games pro- 
duced e.xcellent competition, de- 
serving winners, record-breaking 
results and gutsy efforts. 
Throughout the Games the Aus- 
tralian National University' per- 
formed successfully, both as a 
team and a host, at one of the 
nation’s biggest sporting events. 
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School 


f r^mnijt ■■ ; 

Chid pi Piaymg Fiekh 


J\s most of us have at sometim^:4>een so shit-faced that 
we needed to pay for a lift horrfidV the cab ride is an 
experience that has become buried in the collective 
conscious. But while We know how it feels to be taxied, not 
many have even considered the plight of the taxee. Who 

"V / 

is this person, why do they do this, what do they get out of 

■ ' k r V 

it and how can they find their way through all these damned 
roundabouts^ If you have even the slightest interest in the 
peculiar^^^ect of the human condition that is Joeing a 
cabbie^r(rad on as The Other Side investigates ^he other 
side ot^axi driving. ' . '\ i pr 


viH6u?hang6vepmaliage“d^6^ecdy,’is the evemng^that none'of it really ithatten 
H by that harsh ■< best prep^ation for 16 hours in a,taxi j^n’^a 3 ' b^sh the Bcaf and awaken the CIoj 
: p beep beep — Saturday night. \ ■' / /-i always rise a couple of hours prior tc 

ill, percti^f ,ii^f y . .Hmmrn, now where’s tlie;linJk jcher.g? \Vell,/ < ’> ^d feast heavily* on Anything In Thi 
■aine conti^(i-^il '■ years of e^austive study led me to the OoncluP% accompanied by. guzzled gallons of a 
Damn — over thel sion thaPthere are two distinct and imrhutable ^ "'^^Haying well and truly sUppi^ into, 
yself well. phases to rhy hangovers — thereiis tlte Bear, a ^ppsona df ti^Mellow Clown ^e"tii 

irn it off therelsAiy hungry beast with a sore head who feels ^ ' ./4ito drive to work; Unlike just abplxt.a 
- hateful toward everything, and then there is //^^'jpb though, wo^pah .begin ;^iywiiei 
ip^ien'I-’w actu- , j ' ■ the* Mellow Cldwn which the Bear htcomes ' /' ) Canberra and inideecl' m^y .mfr-time 
^how if dnee'^^ been satetf'^hd his head- / ‘c'hapge-Over’,,thkt is'ihe^ft^eitaM 

letal position, aclw; cured. The Mellow Clown is a i:elaxed^)-.^\ d^^H'fir a pafticulkf'sluft,^at upta^s^ 

juhfall off theyy t". accepting iridividu^ who looks forward to -; '-H locations eaA,wee1c,lorhe atdi 
•■s c/pitek^htg , 'being around people and, .iTertcburaged,rT:P xcends jC)^toM^•^That was’ certainly the 
ly,c^airl The - performing for them. Tha/ is definitely the ' \ duririg^my stint of fuU-time-|^i|i^ 

iU^ the^alatym^s way to approach a l^'shift, ancj especially one jasja p!tfi|-timer drh~' 

‘ j thkt'^1 involyep^ing predofninantly'-w 1 1 aly/ips' drive thdj 

o ' iriebnated pe'ofile. To those striidken' by sobri- ! lives* just -down die 

nption of - - ety the’and<;s of druim are invariably childish, I ihinutes toTeach."' 

lohg in an • ^ •,&ustrati^fand utterly knri^ingvhut the ‘ ,1-'. -'V;for me when' I aljfi 
night ^ell ask. \ . 'Clown^,so relaxed and lus sucH^^^ " ] jlate the oth' 5 r; ^riv! 

ima’t^aniwer^' .partiaiimemories of andc^ the previb'u ^getic and1sbm^:wj^; 

lor— 

I / // P^xrv . ' 


always profusely apolo 


ernbarrassed. yhere are a 


Hawker 
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number of sacred yet iirro^nttcfl^protocols 
learned by all taxi dfivers in their first weeks r: 
of driving, and one^of the most' important fs~_ 
“don’t be late for change-over”. Your tardi- ~ 
ness is cash out ofithe other guy’s hand, 
simple as that. You will find that all such rules 
involve money in some way -^it^wduld- be ' - 
pleasant t6 believe tliat the prd't^^ols of ta.xi- 
driving evolved as honour for the sake of 
honour like Bushido or chivalry, but it would 
also be naive. You don’t drive a taxi for 
honour — you drive it for moolah. Another of 
the inviolate laws of being a cabbi'e is to take 
cab driving and other cabbies seriously lest 
you give the industry a dodg>' name and ^ 
reduce ‘the take’. Well, cither ‘inviolate’ is a 
relative term or I am soon to be immersed 

V 

deep in a foul-smelling mud-like substance. 

If David Attenborough were to make a 
documentary focusing on the peculiar Mbits 
of^tlj^ cLlsLie, the variety of paraphernalia 
dragged by various cabbies into their nests for 


each shift would consuqie'^ least the" 

program. Essentialfto eyg£yxabbie"ls the 
.change- holding device. The standard devite is 
a plastic and metal container'moulded into 
j^'lindefs !df v^aripus sizes to accommodate each 
denomination of coin and spring loaded for 
accessibility. However, variations of tlie device 
include waist-mounted bum-bags, under- 
steering-wheel-hangingrand-invariably-suspi- 
ciously-stained leather satchels, shirt top 
pockets, and ash days, door handles and other 
car-bound noolcs and crooks. 

Next is driving apparel. |Some drivers like to 
be unconstrictOd,' 'BVouring short-sleeved polo 
necks and loose slacks, while others favour 
bulk, for protection fi-Pm passengers, which 
comes in the form of all manner of jumpers, 
jackets and even hats. The guy who wears the 
chain-mail suit is paranoid and should be 
ignored. The driver Dress Code published by 
the Co-operative reads much like that of a golf 
club, leading to softie humorous results in die 
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l^ystciTi as. ,aiv acceptable fornvcjf e'x^ i: 

Canbci^a- cabbies arc trained extensively 'and i ;v « 

p ^ I*.;- iV., r.) I ,M -t. 1 

iff/irw tlieirdicences. To get a cab licence here ' 

Wn must conipletc-a’.\veck-lpng iiighL-^ourse,* 

a Y' itten tcst,ia driving test,^l(asl“2Pbolirs , 

tof ‘jockeying’'Xridln,g'shotg witli another 

priver, a Polfce check and'a medical examina- 
I I ’ ’r->. ■ i V ■ 

ftion. Sounds easy but the tests can be very . 

^nicult and l Avould calculate:that it took me, 

(3 Canberran for the last 13 years, about 100 

houl’i^jnd cost about $300 before I had my 

licence. o 

Once you ^aaye,your licence you may know 
your way arqu;n4.;thc strqers.and thgvepn.ipiJteP;;,f/<< 
gear, but the real educattd’h’^bcgins wjfo ,t|ie^ 
first shift and the inUrpcrsi^al contact: 'tioiv I 
was never a stand-in-thc-corner-at-pardes-and- 
talk-to-the-indoor-shrubbery sorta guy; in fact ' 

I was more likely to jump on die_coffec table 
naked and scream the lyrics to ‘Eagle Rock’, 

W but taxi-driving .was 

tr I ^ ^ confronting 

I : I .PKaf* j experience ;to begin 

I with, *b*bth in terms 
I " ■ 6TriTe'p'asseitgers-~-.--. 

Witliin the'ranks 'i 
of cabbies there is 

jin Canberra since 
; the Lake was a ,-v 
dieep paddock).' 

, ■ .. '•t' 

attach to ‘rook- 
ies’ (anyone 

len not to.” 

licence since die 
Lake has been a 

Lake) and ‘weekend warriors’ (anyone who 

only drives a cab on weekends and actually has 

a life when not driving them). The long-timers 

will grind you into dust with their superior 

attitude an4^0 yeai'-old anecdotes if you let 

’ diem, but pretty soon you find yo.ur otynjlcvel 

and make some decent buddies to look for 

when you pull up'on a rankS'^y first 5;’,' 

"compadres were two^iys named John\nd 

who idbked, sourJded and acted like r r 
Oi-a/ / 

, die ‘Australian ^^i^bpro.Man, and the other 

-who j^vas^a real car buff. mt<alGHg well and^ 

found diat \ve could stand arOTincf snooting 


vyarnicr-moiiths^-^h^^iGtably ■ die shorts j 
-knee-high-socks and sanikJs^ogade'i..'a very ' 

I .°1 1.. , M >P -•V.-... \r 

"appealingdpok.rlrrcs^ctivcli^ dig Dress 

Code, the fact is^l^^I liavtj M^j^pie 

^:wearihg just abo ufever^ iihg frbW sffoaketS f , 

■^(iiiucli f^^ne'd upon!) to three pi^c.auts, ' , 

- - ' \ *^ \ 
sun-hats (at night!) and surgical masks (V) ( 

during dieir shift. \ \ 

^ Wlicii seeking nourishment a large i^m\^cr 
of cabbies head for a home-cooked meal, pr a ‘ 
quick take-away fi.\, however there is a signifi- 
cant minority in the fleet that set up theii’toxvn 
cafedn die trunk. Yes, some cabbies actuaJl\ k 
take up boot-space widi juryhigged, ockie- 
strapped sustenance stations dia^t^ ar& with 
^ diem wherever they drive. Pojjulan ti'iiiik' 
tucker includes coffee, sandwiches, meat-salads 
in tuperwarc containers and even Plowman’s 
kmches (hunks of bread, cheese, meat and 
* fruits— a veritable primitive picnic!), while 
drivers 


somg 
even make a 

buck on thCJidc fa’ 

fi'om their,..,, J. . ^ 

higlily illc^i ' rr 

boot- food sitiiammmmmmmmmmmmmmmmam 

operations. One ^ 

cabbie I know 

takes die whole 

thing a litde far 

though and runs 

wave oven out — m 

VVliat else do 
cabbies typically _ 

carry with 7-' 

them dujing 

dieir profes-v , , 

sional “Something ii 

ad.en,„rc3> cabbic to Icar 

Other , 

common / | 

accessories include trip journals in which to 
record fare ditails, Maglite torches with which 
to find tiling i iri the dark (also useful in-hand-‘ 
tb-hand' eon ba|), and various 'reading mit’4ri-^ 
als.< These ra ig| from newspapers, novels, pr,,. . 

6f>iTof 


be spatially arranged with similarity in any two 
cabs. Not only that, but some ta.vis now have 
EETPOS (the potentially very usefuLdiingy 
that Cabcharge has rendered much less so widi 
its 10% surcharge on all transactions), while 
yet other special taxis have column-shift gear 
^ks, power windows, cruise control, foot- 

activated hand brakesT!) or five seats. Aid 

'■ 

you’d 'never believe that there could be such a 

no ty'd feel die same! : 


other peopli 

I hdindusSty’sbwh presugious' '7 
if"*" - ■' *'» ‘ 

'Mt or even Tits an^ Ass (I mean, 

ypat halfpf these ^uys are doing : 

yi 'V? IBI 

Avainiig for a job... uh, fare;., uk, 
ome out quite rig|it.-|:); 
e of the eccentricities rricntioned ' 
[uite a puritan(whcn itbbmcs jo 
bf work-j-black pants, white shirt,* 


variety of driver’s seats- 
, ft could all become a bit much for die inflexr- 
ililefor the untrained... about which I shall say 

. }>f H • 

more in a moment... ' " 

- J 

But no, to be serious, any criticism of the 
ti'aining of Canberra taxi drivers is completely 
unfair and unjustifiable. While we may t>c 

T.'l .* ’* • ^ « 1 * V ' ■ * 

reasbnably inflexible iii. rcfusingi’to alter our 
pattern of; behaviour. with regdrd to contin,ual 
speedingf-rcfiising-tb stop wheri hailed by r 
stumbirfig degenerates ,oji|major arterial roads 
in 


^i^dstone*\Vork bqbts, stainea and niu'ch . 
Skistreated bike anorak, standdrd changc-^'y7' 
hplder, book of shprt^st;qrics,‘Water bot^e and 
15,000 volt rechargeable laser (so much for' 
the chainTnail!.) are^jall'i need and all I take. 

.,..i •= ‘'.-1^; .. 

Put those things alongside the" driving e'xperi- 
ence'(in hoiJrs)’ of an average 70.yearfold,ithe . 


they’ll back up theiriworst 


the dead of night, and denial of the barter 


I Hawker 
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in two years of taxi driving I have witnessed a 
jot of weird, wild and amusing things, and - . 
‘quite often they nTake the job worthwl-iilc. " ; 

Here we reach the end of your short, twist- 
ing, voyeuristic journey through the 
backstreets of taxi driving. If you actually read 
this article with a mind tow^ard fih‘ding a job 
then by all means go fordt. The hdurs are , 
flexible, the inohcy.cbmmcnhitate With ' 
anything else you’ll earn while studying, 
there’s always work going, and if you like 
people and driving it can also be a lot of fun. 
Two words of warning — if you are under‘21 
you will find it, difficult to get a licence unless;^ 

you Jiave a friend who owns a cab^plate and is " 

. * i ■ • \ / 

willing to sponsor your training, and the work 

is semi-seasonal; you won’t make much money 

driving in January or February in Canbcrra.''If 

you read this article for a laugh or a little 

enlightenment then 1 ho^ it gave ybu a little 

of both or either, but if you want the real 

. laughs/enlightenment I’m afraid you too will 

have to become a driver. You see Cabbies.are 

like Masohs-^we have a secret handshake and 

don’t reveal oiir true secrets so easily. Not = 

even for an opportunity to write a ‘Feature’..”'. 


way they want to be treated in order to max- 
imise the comfort, of the journey for all. I 
think diplomats should serve a stint as taxi ‘ 
drivers at some time in their lives. Most of the 
goold^bhcs pfobably do. 

And thcn\here is the lighter ride of driving a 
taxi... the names that people use for you 
because they don’t know your naifte— ‘Taxi 
Man’, ’Big Fella’, ‘Bloke’ and my 
personal favourite; ‘Driver’. .dosing your keys 
^lilt&lbushes while having a slash and' then 
havii^ to call in half flic fleet to help you find 
tlSI”J^ne:of those times I really wish I had 
that Maglite!)... the funner who bolts off \vith 
out paying, turns around to give you the 
finger, dien trips over the gutter and face- 
plants himself into the nature strip... the fivc- 
seater farfe where the female passenger next to 
you uses die EFTPQiS keypad and then your 
charigls'Hbldef to p^obe your intimate regions 
'whilc-htf^fiends in the back stand up, drop 

r > r 

tneir dacksjand ii\c^n the other taxi you’ve^ 
just blown :off at the lights... the drunk young 
guy who asks you to take him from Civic to a 
brothel in Fyshwick and gets you to turn 
around diree times in the one fare, all the 
^'hflt'|llkiite^tout his passion for animals... 


enemy. if he’s being assaulted by a' passenger 
then when all’s well just as quickly turn 
around and steal his next fare... cohesion 
hand-in-hand with cut-throat competidohi ' 
While there may be some tension bctCvcch 
taxi drivers, there is a hell of a lot more bc- 
tween drivers and their pas.sengers. Just think 
about it — this person you’re lettiiiu: into your 


tassen 




JET PROGRAMME 


The Government of Japan is inviting applications from young 
Australian university graduates (in principle under 35), who would like 
the opportunity to spend at least one year in Japan under a 
successful international exchange programme. 


iscounted Self Storage 
For 

Uni Students 


There are two types of placement: 

ALT (Assistant Language Teacher) - those engaged in English 
instruction, mainly in public schools or local boards of education and 
CIR (Coordinator for International Relations) - those engaged in 
international activities in local government offices. 

(Japanese proficiency required for CIR position only) 


=»Wlderaui^of sbM 


Secure IndMduaf Sforatfe Units 


Conditions; Contracts will be for one year, commencing around the 
end of July 1997, renewable in certain circumstances by mutual 
consent between the host institution and the JET participant. 
Remuneration and travel expenses will be paid by the host institution. 


Ground Level Access 

t Save $$$$$ 


On presentation of 
Stadent ID 


Applications ciose: 6 December, 1996 


Application forms available from 


Mo Bond payable 


Two Convenient Locations 


Japan Exchange and Teaching Programme 
The Embassy of Japan 
112 Empire Circuit 
YARRALUMLA ACT 2600 
Tel. (06) 273 2679 
Fax. (06) 273 1848 


10% Discount 


86 Nettlefold St. 
Belconnen 
(near UC, AIS and 
ANU Campuaes) 


Mo deaningor 


Admin Charges 


at Jenke Crt 
Kambah 


or Consulates-General of Japan 
Sydney: (02) 9231 3455 

Perth 


Melbourne (03) 9639 3277 


Phone: 2512772 


(09)321 7816 Brisbane (07)3221 5188 


1 1 WoronI 1 0 Occober 1 996 
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Honest}’ in politics - the ANU way. 
September was a busy month for AN'U 
stiiiient politicinns; the Union Board 
Election.s, election oFCdiair ofthc Unii>n 
Board, and of course the Students' 
Association Elections took up a lot of 
time for everyone witli a fetish for waving 
how-to-votes in peoples’ laces (unfortu- 
nately this also includes me). 

VVhat didn’t include me or the majorit)' 
of students on this campus was an event 
that will only flirther blacken the already 
tarnished reputations of student politi- 
cians everywhere (regardless of their 
persuasion). In case you Iiavcn’t heard 
about it/rcad about it by now I am 
referring to an attempt by a person or 
persons to cheat in the SA Elections. 

The other scrutineers seemed to know 
on the morning of the count that 
something was up, otherwise their 
tendency to huddle in the corner and 
whisper furtively was just a peculiar late 
adolescent phase they were going 
through, but then when the ballot bo.tcs 
were opened to reveal four wads of neatly 
folded President ballot papeis I had a 
rciisonably good idea of what everybody 
else already knew. 

The 146 “suspect votes” (as the 
Canberra Times referred to them) were 
all for the “Rage” candidate for President 
Daniel Jenkins. Obviously someone 
wanted him to win badly enough to 
attempt to stuff the ballot bo.x. 

It is a matter of great personal disgust 
and shame to me that the person or 
persons responsible for this rort might be 
members of the Labor Students Club; at 
the very lease I believe they were involved 
with the “Rage” ticket - a ticket endoi-sed 
by the Labor Students Club - and were 
possibly even candidates. I think it goes 
without saying that if Club members were 


involved, then they won’t be members for 
very much longer. 

The most disturbing .ispect to this 
whole affair is that the rort was almost 
undi.scovcred. If no one had noticed the 
ballot box stuffers in action, then the 
ballot box, as is customary, would have 
been up-ended and the disputed ballot 
papers would have been mi.xed in and 
undetected. 

Periiaps some one might have noticed 
that the number of votes cast for Presi- 
dent was abnormally greater than for 
either General Secretary or Trea.surer, but 
given the overwhelming margin of 
victory I doubt it very much. In my view 
the abnormally low number of votes cast 
for General Secretary is also extremely 
suspicious - I have never seen such a large 
variance between the votes for each 
executive position. 

1 still feel nauseous at the thought of 
what was attempted. It is beyond 
comprehension that someone could be so 
desperate to win any election, let alone a 
student one, that they would be prepared 
to rort a ballot. 1 expect that the next few 
weeks will involve a great deal of finger 
pointing, as well as accusations that all 
Labor students are corrupt - a slur that is 
untrue. If those guilty of cheating are 
never caught then I hope the\' carry their 
guilt to the gra\'c and that the stench of 
corruption follows them every step of the 
way. 

Until students are no longer involved 
in the SA Elections as polling officers (as 
is already the case for the Union Elec- 
tions), and the names crossed off the 
electoral roll arc reconciled daily with the 
number of ballot p.apers issued, then 
there is every likelihood that such a rort 
could happen again. And who knows who 
might be responsible next time. 

Yvette Martin 



Ladies aiul Gems 

Maybe the ALP Didn’t Mean to Stuff 
the Ballot Box. 

1 just don’t know what to say. I’m 
speechle.ss. Dumbfounded. A.stonished. 
Dijiinaved. VVhat has this world come to? 
When a party founded on social demo- 
cratic principles; established in order to 
defend the rights of the downtrodden; 
created with the intent to pursue all 
avenues of justice and democracy and 
other nice things like that. And then this 
part}', of all parties, is seen to perpetrate 
acts of electoral fraud. I’m shocked. I feel 
like I’ve been shat on. I mean, everything 
I’ve ever believed in, like helping old 
ladies cross the road and indicating before 
changing lanes, has all been turned its 
head because my one guiding light on the 
highway of ethical and moral behaviour 
has been pulled over for speeding. 

But perhaps all is not lost. Perhaps 
we’re being a little harsh here. After all, 
I’m sure that the ALP were just doing 
what was best for us in the long term. 
Maybe they just felt diat we were not 
capable of ntaking an insightful and well 
judged decision when marking the ballot. 
That we, in our capacity as the electorate, 
arc, by our very nature, inherently flawed. 
That we are capable of folly appreciating 
the far reaching visionary standards that 
they strive to attain. Perhaps all the ALP 
were hoping to do was set things straight; 
to bypass the electorate and proceed to 
rule in it’s infinite wisdom, unhampered 
by the shackles of legitimacy or mandate. 

I mean, who needs that sort of shit when 
you know you’re right, right? When 
sometimes you know you’re so good it 
just hurts, baby? 


And yet here I was, questioning their 
motives; questioning their ethical and 
moral standing in this, our denuKi atic 
society. I am sorry, oh so dreadfully sorry 
I ever doubted. 

VVoah, .shit. Gotta stop there. It’s 
starting to hurt. 

How to Stuff A Ballot Box and Still 
Lose the Election. 

Shit, eh. I mean, what do you expect 
me to say? Labor got caught cheating! 

Part of me wants to say “Surprise! 
Suiprise!” with heavy sarcastic intonations 
stressed for effect. What these people 
were trying to do was disgraceful. It does 
nothing but typify the total disregard 
they have for the electorate, they were 
willing to cheat their way into office 
without blinking an eyelid; to make 
decisions on our behalf and spend our 
money by means foul and felonious. It 
was a scandalous piece of immoral 
deception which they cannot be allowed 
to get away with. 

And yet it is somewhat difficult for me 
to call for their heads without it being 
seen as some sort of partisan opportun- 
ism. Surely though, this will be seen for 
what it is. Cheating. And the}' got 
caught. Discipline must therefore be 
forthcoming, else our constitution and 
student government be revealed as a total 
sham. 

I can’t help but note the irony, though. 
I mean, even if you count the dodgy 
ballots towards the Labor ticket’s total, 
they still lost. Talk about really fucking up 
big time. 

Nick Tolley 
ANU Liberal Club 


meditation workshop 


After getting more and more phone calls 
from people at the .\NU, the Sri 
Chinmoy Centre is pre.senting another 
meditation mini-course. This time, it’s a 
series of four sessions, covering basic and 
advanced meditation techniques (.is 
usual), over the course of two weeks. 
Learn to meditate - to become more 
relaxed, to focus yourself, or to get in 
touch with your own limitless potential 
Wlicrc? The Counselling Centre (Union 
building). When? 1:00 pm on Monday 
2 1 October, Thursday 24 October, 
Monday 28 October and Thur.sday 31 
October. As always, tlie course is free of 
charge. Phone 248 0232 for more 
informarion. 


C 1 ts. b s 
and 
societies 


law students society 


Protest againsi Differential H ECS. The 
Law Student’s Society is gathering 
signatures for the Australasians Ijw 
Students’ Association petition to be 
tabled in the Senate. You can find 
petitions outside the front office and at 
the Student’s Association. Sign before 
Friday 1 8 October. For more information 
contact the Law Soc on 249 0697 


Women’s Climbing Evening 
Sponsored by Kathmandu 


Ever wondered what rock climbing 
is and whether you could do it? 

Come along and give it a try in a friendly 
and relaxed atmosphere. You don’t need 
any equipment just a desire to give it a go. 

Time; every Wednesday night at theA.N.U. 
climbing wall. From 8pm- 10pm. 

Bring: Sandshoes, comfortable clothes 
and friends. 

Cost; $2 for students and union members 
$5 for others-entrance cost of using the 
climbing wait. 


%c4lxnui^clu^ 
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HIV/AIDS worker 


National Library of Australia 
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The Truck Driver And His Mate 


Parked inside the iay-liy 
Their destination can wait 
Dancing in the moonlight 
The truck driver and his mate 

S o begins a rather curious 
song by the Pet Sliops Boys. 
Well, its only curious in the 
sense that this seems to be the 
beginning of a song about a 
bloke and his mate. 

Its not every day that such 
tilings arc seen or heard in 
popular culture. 

Its a funny contradiction: on 
the one hand, se.\ between men 
continues to be a stigmatised 
behaviour, not often spoken 
about in public, yet on the other 
hand, at a national level, the 
third National HIV/AIDS 
Strategy' continues to acknowl- 
edge the widespread and 
pcrv'asive occun’ence of se.x 
between men. Such acknowl- 
edgment has been instrumental 
in the success of the strategy to 
date. 

Even more curious is the 
continued e.xploration, in 
academic and health circles, of 


the se.x that goes on between 
men who don’t identify nsyiay. 

Non-gay identifying men- 
who-have-scx-with-menHuh.M? 
Isn’t a man who has sc.x with 
ocher men gay? 

Well, no, not necessarily. 

The larger surveys of sc.xuality' 
(eg Kinsey) have frequently 
illustrated just how common se.x 
between men is. What is less 
common though, is the number 
of those men who will identify 
as gay. 

From the research that has 
occurred in Australia, it now 
seems apparent that sexual 
behaviour and sc.xual identity 
may be related in different ways. 
For gay men, the intejp-ation of 
sexual behaviour and sexual 
idcntity'inay be more impor- 
tant. That is, identify'ing same 
sex attraction and then identify- 
ing OTCh being gay - telling 
Others, family, friends, is often 
the main focus of coming out. 

For non gay identify'ing men, 
the separation of their sc.xual 
behaviour with men from the 


social role with others is often 
the main task. For e,xample, a 
married man with children who 
has sex with other men often 
seeks to keep those two parts of 
his life away from each other. 
Actinj) out of compulsion 
After hours sitting in the van 
Tnkinyj coals to ’Newcastle 
Talking matt to man 

The interesting point about 
non gay identifying men-who- 
havc-scx-wich-men is that you 
can’t look them up in the phone 
book CO see where it is chat they 
meet! 

Because mcn-who-have-sex- 
with-men don’t use a common 
sexual identity label, like gay, 
straight, bisexual, no community' 
(or politics for chat matter) has 
developed as has w'ith tlie 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgendcr communities. Men- 
who-havc-sex-«'ith-men may be 
more likely to view themselves in 
terms of their gender (la bloke); 
their role (father, husband, 
provider); their job (accountant, 
salesman, truck driver); rather 


than seeing themselves as mcn- 
who-have-sex-with-men. 

For many of these men, 
having sex with other men is just 
something that happens, has no 
relationship to other parts of 
their lift; and tliey do it without 
anyone else in their life knowing 
about it, and they do it without 
any major problems. 

For other men, having sex 
with other men may be enjoy- 
able but problematic. They may 
feel out of control, guilt, shame, 
fear being discovered, anxiety, 
concerns about sexual health or 
may feel trapped in a cycle of 
guilt-repression-breaking out. 
Loyal to the point of madness 
Solemn as an act of fate 
Dancinjj in the nioonl{i}ht 
'Ihc truck driver and bis mate 

There are sometimes many 
complex and difficult issues for 
some mcn-who-have-sex-with- 
men to negotiate. 

A new service has been set up 
in Canberra to assist chose men 
who would like to talk confiden- 
tiallv with someone about their 


situation. 

Man to Man is a confidential 
telephone and information and 
support service. Currently it 
operates on Monday and Friday 
from 10am to 4pm, and on 
Saturday from 1pm to 5pm. 

The number to call is (06) 247 
2726. 

So if you occasionally, or even 
regularly, have a dance with your 
mate and you want to talk about 
some of the issues involved, 

Man to Man is the service for 
you. Trained \'oluntcers answer 
the phone line and provide a 
non-judgemental service. The 
service also has a useful list of 
referral points for men who wish 
to discuss specific issues in 
detail. 

Stephen Lawton 
Campus HIV/AIDS Educator 
Telephone; 249 3604 
Email; 

Stcphen.Lawton@anu.edu.au 
http;//w\\'w.anu. cdu.au/cis/ 
Scrx'iccs/hivaids 


women’s department 


Abortion - the choice is theirs 


L ast year the NSW Court of 
Appeal upheld a woman’s 
right to sue for damages from a 
clinic that failed to diagnose her 
pregnancy in time to have it 
terminated. The case now comes 
before the High Court. 

At issue is not the foetus’ 
right to life but rather tlic right 
for competent medical diagnosis 
and treatment. 

The question upon which this 
case seems obvious, were die 
doctors negligent? And yet it is 
not. In order to show negli- 
gence, the women involved in 


the case must show that in 
failing to diagnose pregnancy 
the medical practitioners caused 
her an injury. Recently in court 
tire woman has said she is very 
happy with her child thus it 
becomes injury in the form of 
denial of a right to choose. 

What the doctors did in 
misdiagnosing the pregnancy 
until it was too late to abort was 
not allow the woman control 
over her own ftiture. It is this 
then, it is argued, that was the 
injury. 

Key players in the debate arc 


the Australian Catholic Health 
Care Association which was 
graduated standing in the trials 
as friends of the court. Further 
Catholic representation comes 
from the justiecs, including the 
Chief Justice presiding over 
the case, the majority 
of whom arc 
Catholic. Moreover, 
each justice has 

been threatened . 

with excommu- .--So ' 

nication from “ff 
the Catholic , ' 

Church if • f 


there finding is not in accord- 
ance v'ith Catholic teaching. 

T he more pressing issue that 
this case raises is a recogni- 
tion that women’s right to 
choose an abortion is, at best, 
tenuous and at worst under very 
real threat. The acknowl- 
^ 'U edgment that 

I women’s abortion 
1 1 rights arc in the 
j I hands of men, as 
, 'I Judiciary and 

i I Legislators, has 

' I left many women 

; ^ feeling uneasy. If 

i the High Court is 


able to read within the constitu 
tion an implied right to life thci 
these rights will forever be 
abolished. *■ ^ 

Abortion is 
an issue 

about W 

women’s ■ m 

right to 

the moment JV 

this choice is ^ 

theirs. 

Siobhan 

McDonnell Bf 


Women’s Climbing Evening 


S everal months ago the ANU 
women’s officer organised a 
women’s climbing evening for 
Blue Stocking week. The 
evening was a great success, with 
around 30 women coming 
along and having a go. The 
women who joined in ranged 
from rank beginners to those 
who had been cimbing for yeara. 
Because teh evening tras so 
much fun for everyone involved, 
and because a number of 
women wanted to do it again, 
we have, after a short delay set 
up a regular women’s climbing 
evening. 

This is something we’ve 
tranted to do for a while, but 
has been made possible recently 
by ‘Kathmandu’ the outdoor 
store’s donation of equipment 
to help us out. 'riiis means that 
for those who don’t have any 
gear you can still come along 
and have a go. 


We’re encouraging women 
from all levels to join iii. If 
you’ve climbed before you can 
spend an evening climbing with 
odter women and helping us 
out. For those who haven’t 
we’re strongly encouraging you 
to come along. There will be 
experienced climbers there to 
help out and look after you and 
it should be enjoyable for 
everyone. 

The cost will only be of using 
the climbing wall, which is $2 
for students and SS for non- 
students. 

Details: 

Time: Every Wednesday, 
8pm-9:45pm 

At: ANU Climbing Wall, (in 
the Gym) 

Bring: Comfortable clothes, 
sandshoes and friends. 

For more info: Phone Sam, 
2496382 


women s 
Business 


Thursday die 17th, at 1.00 in 
the Bapunzcl Room (ground . 
floor Grisp,^uilding- . ’ 

opposite Hadcn Allen Tank) 
thafks the date.forthe up and 
coming Women’s Officer 
ciccdon. In keeping with;all . ,; 
the best principals of bribery ' 
and cdfrupdoiy (a-Ia The’ . if j 
Fanufy)‘tlic womcnis office ■ 
wJlI be oflfering' a free slab'ofj ^ 
'chocolate mu^d 'cake to . 
f;worrian;whQ.'com^ Md/'i'; ; 
votes; -This; meeting .'willalsoi 
serveas amecung.to.plan-' 

: wntsTorfnext year. El^se v f;: 
Pltiasccome'along' andi'gct 
involved.' 




Neither Blow Nor Snow: A Guide To Getting A Job 


M ost students will lx; 

looking for work when 
they Hnish their degrees. Many 
will not find it. Here are a lew 
tips to help you present your 
case to potential employers: 
Preparation and Research 
The concept of research should 
not be foreign to a university 
educated jobseeker. You arc 
trying to do two things: find 
out about the organisation and 
the job, and trying to determine 
whether this particular job will 
give you the experience, 
remuneration and satisfaction 
you are seeking. 

Find out everything you can 
about the job and the organisa- 
tion. Check out annual reports, 
newspaper/magazine articles, 
internet, speak to people within 
the organisation (usually there 
will be a telephone contact, wiio 
is often one of the inter\iew'ers), 
and try to visit the w'orkplace 
and meet people. Often you can 
get a good impression whether 
this is the sort of place you want 
to work. Avoid being push)', but 
show that yt)u are keen on the 
job and a determined (but 
tactful) potential employee. 
Your Resume 

The first thing that a potential 
employer will look at is your 
resume. Although what really 
matters is the content, clear 
pre.sentation is important so that 
the employer actually reads it. 
The employer ma\' he digging 
through do'/tens of applications; 


try to make sure that your 
resume is easy to read. 

Your resume is going to be 
something that you will present 
every time you apply for a job, 
so it must be up to date with the 
latest details and is easy to read. 
Present your strongest charac- 
teristics first; if you have good 
academic results, hammer the 
point; if you have extensive work 
experience, you should be 
making the most of this. If you 
are weak in any area, try to show' 
that )'ou have cither some 
training in that field or at least a 
strong willingness and abilit)' to 
learn. 

Get a friend, parent or bum 
off the street to read your 
resume and application and give 
comments. Is it easy to reail and 
understand? Have you con- 
vinced that person to give you 
the job? 

Referees 

The best referees are previous 
employers or academic supers'i- 
sors. Tr\' to find referees from 
fields that have .some relation to 
the job you are applving for. If 
vou don't have much work 
experience, or your employers 
hate you, char.tcter references 
are okay. Make sure you have 
current contact numbers and 
aildresses, that you have at least 
two referees, and that you h.ivc 
warned them to expect a call. 

If the employer wants w ritten 
references, make sure they ,irc to 
the pttint and (if po.ssible) 


written W’ith the prospective job 
in mind. Good employers will 
phone your referees for a talk, 
even if they have provided 
w-ricten references. 

The Interview 

If po.ssible, check out the 
place the day before. How long 
will it take to get there? Bus, 
train, taxi, foot? Turn up at least 
five minutes early, but don’t 
come so early chat you are 
making a nuisance of yourself or 
intruding upon somebody cise’s 
interview. If you are much too 
early, find a cafe or .something 
nearby where you can read over 
your resume and application. 
Business clothing. 

These dav's, it is not necessary ; 
to have your hair cropped like a y 
US Marine or get rid of all those' 
body piercings, but you want to 
give an impression that you will 
be the sort of person that will ;• 
work well with others. Of 
course, you are going to dress ■ 
differently for an interview as | 
an .Kcountant than for a job as I 
a surlboard sales rep. I 

Find yourself a comfortable * 
place to sit, and try to avoid 
pacing, .swivelling about in the 
chair picking your nose or 
vomiting on the carpet. Mtxst 
interviewers are not interroga- 
tors; if they are, then this might 
not he the .sort of organisation 
you want to work in anywa)-. Be 
prepared lo highlight your 
strengths and downpl.ty your 
weaknesses, but ilon’t lie. 'J'hese 


days you can even find yourself 
in legal difficulties if you tell big 
fibs in an interview; besides, 
most intcrview'ecs are so 
nervous that they don’t lie very 
well an);way. 

Imagine you’re having a chat 
with some fnends, w'ho just 
happen to hold 
your entire 






(■ i , 

■5^ • 




off previous employers, even if 
you left under disastrous 
circum.stances. Remember that 
ex-friend who u.scd to birch to 
you about everybody else, and 
how )’ou therefore knew they 
were talking abttut you behind 
\'our back? Natch. The interview 
is your l.ist chance to .sell 
yourself (your abilitie.s, not t-oiir 


body) to the panel. 

After The Interview 
Evaluation. After you sic b.nck 
and sigh w'ith relief (or have a 
good bawl), pick up that 
application and resume. Did the 
interviewers know everything 
about you that you wanted them 
to know? Did they have any 
misconceptions about you? If 
)'Ou didn’t get an interview at 
all, w'hy not? Can you address 
any deficiencies w'ith ftirthcr 
training or related w'ork 
experience? Whether you get the 
job or not, ring up the members 
of the interview' panel, and ask 
them (courteously!) if they 
would mind giving you some 
feedback on your interview' 
performance; your strengths and 
weaknesses, w'hether you could 
do ftirthcr training to address 
any weaknesses. If you don’t get 
the job, remember that we learn 
more from setbacks than from 
glorious victories. 

With each intcrx'iew' you take, 
your confidence should increa.se. 
Apph'ing for jobs is more a 
matter of experience than 
anything else. If you’re game, 
\'ou could even try applying for 
some of the Armed Forces 
officer recruitment interx'iews; 
they are gruelling affairs, often 
run by professional bastards, and 
will give you an idea of how bad 
job interv'iews can real!)' get. 
lust DON’T accept a job from 
them! 

Michael Barry 


Your House; My Home 


T enanc)' is a prevalent form 
of accommodation frrr 
students, and something that 
most people experience at least 
once in their lifetimes, regardless 
of socio-economic position. 
Accordingly, it is an area in 
which most people have an 
interest or involvement. Tenancx' 
issues affect the entire commu- 
nit)' and tenants arc a diverse 
and important part of that 
communit)'. ^ 

The month of October 
is an significant 
month in terms ^ 
of tenancy, 
both in the 
ACT and 

internationally. On 
the 7th October 
International Tenants 
Day is celebrated 
around the xvorld, and Canberra 
folloxvs this celebration with 
ACT Tenancy Week from 14th 
to 18th. 

I nternational Tenants Day 
originated in 1986 when 
the French tenant organisation 
CNL proposed a special world 
day for tenants. The council of 
the International Union of 
Tenants agreed, and decided 
that it coincide with World 
Habitat Day (the first Monday 



in Octolxr), ailministered from 
United Nation.s’ Commission on 
Human Settlement in Nairobi, 
Kenya. On this d.iy throughout 
the xvorld housing and tenancy 
issues are promoted and 
expounded. Issues such as rights 
for tenants, affordable rental, 
tenant participation in all 
matters related to housing 
highlight the universalitx' of 

tenancy. 

B In the ACT, this 
day coincides not 
only xvith the 

S Labour Day 
^ long 
weekend, 
bill also school 
anil uni 
holidays. In 
order to ensure 
the maximum 
exposure and inx'oK'ement with 
the communit)' it is seen as a 
launching pad for Tenancy 
Week, xvhich folloxvs the next 
week. Organisations involved in 
its planning and operation 
include the Tenants’ Adx'iee 
Service, ACT Shelter, ACT 
Housing, the Office of Rental 
Bonds and the Consumer Affairs 
Bureau. There xvill be more 
services and organisations 
participating throughout the 
week. 


'renancy Week is about 
promoting the different forms 
of tenancy in the ACT, -.is xx’cll as 
services for tenants . F.x'ents 
include: 

Monday 14th: Launch .and 
information status at the 
Canberra Centre 
Tuesday 15th: Launch of 
ACT Shelter at Old Hackett 
IVimary School ACT Housing 
Spring Garden Competition 
Axx'ards, Glebe Park, 2pm 
Wednesday 16tli: Informa- 
tion stall at Woden Plaza 
Wednesday 17th: Informa- 
tion stalls at Tuggeranong 
Hyperdome 

Friday 18th: Information 
stall at Westfield, Belconnen 
The aim of the xveek is to 
promote tenants’ and the wider 
community’s axx'arencss of: 

• Tenancy rights and responsi- 
bilities 

• xvhere to go for tenancy 
information 

• Tenancy issues; and 

• Hoxv to affect change 
For further information 

contact: the Tenants’ Union on 
247 1026, orxx'rite to: PO Box 
8, Civic Square, ACT 2608 
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rant and rave 


the ferret sqneaks 


Three Strikes and You’re Out? 


The ANU Law Students’ 
Society, in conjunction with 
tile UCan I^w Society, have 
issued a press release to all 
Federal MPs, Senators and the 
Press Gallery. For further 
information, contact Anne 
Witherford or Geraldine Chin 
at tlic Law Society on ph. 249 
0687. 

T lic Howard Govcrnnictit’s 
higher education changes 
base themselves upon false 
premises, make a mockery of 
equitable access to education, 
and raise the spectre of an elitist 
law profession in Australia. 
Up-front fees; The impact of 
the Federal Government’s 
provision for 25% of places to be 
reserved for up-front fee paying 
students will be progressive 
substitution of 

qovcrnment-Rinded with hill fee 
paying places. Potential law 
students will be discouraged 
from undertaking law since price 
tag rather than aptitude or social 
usefulness will be the overriding 
factor. These changes arc the 
chin end of die wedge that clear 
the way for the cliche of an 
elitist profession to become 
realin'. 

Strike One, Senator Vanstonc. 
Course cost: Senator 
Vanstoiic’s proposal of a three 


tiered .system of HKCS “b.i.sed 
upon course cost” is a joke. Law 
is among the lowest cost 
disciplines- similar to an arcs or 
commerce dcarcc- and costs 
significantly less than band two 
courses such as science and 
enginecring._Ncvcrthcless, law 
students will repay third tier 
HECS rates of $5500 for each 
year of their course. It is 
nonsensical in the Minister’s 
own terms as well as grossly 
unfair to force law students to 
pay the highest rate for what is 
both a low-cost and low-funded 
discipline. 

Strike Two, Senator Vanstonc. 
Income potential: The Fcdci-al 
Government’s assumption about 
income earning potential in its 
tiered HECS system- that all law 
graduates will be earning higher 
wages than graduates horn first 
and .second tier coursc.s- is 
stupefying, 'fhere are vast 
earning differences between law 
graduates. The reality. Senator 
Vanstone, is that over 50% of 
law graduates do not even go on 
to practice law. instead entering 
employment in lowcrcarning 
general profc.ssions. 

Strike Three, Senator 
Vanstonc. 

HECS threshold: Due to a 
reduction in the HECS repay- 


ments threshold (from $28,495 
to $20,70 1 ), virtually all 
students will start repaying in 
their first job (94% of the 
workforce earns above this 
amount). Even so, law students 
will be paying off tuidon debts 
(botli HECS and Austudy) well 
into their middle lives with 
women the hardest hit..Accord- 
ing to current levels of remu- 
neration for legal employment, 
many women will be pajing off 
a typical Arts/Law debt of 
$33,000 well into their 40s. 
Access: Law students already 
pay up-front fees of a minimum 
of $5000 to .acquire practical 
legal training which is a prereq- 
uisite for admission to pracrice. 
Students who enter employment 
to undertake this training will 
receix’c a double whammy. Tltey 
will have to pay back HECS 
debts before they have even 
acquired titcir degree skills. 
Furthermore, the regressive 
move to raise the independent 
age for Austudy from 22 to 25 
will mean students already 
burdened with future HECS 
debts may well find it impossible 
to smdy at all. 

VVe call on the Federal Labor 
Opposition and the minor 
parties to block the Howard 
Government’s attacks on 
acee.ssible education in the 
Senate. 

I.,aw SocietN' Statement 



Why I’d Buy Machiavelli a Drink ... 


S ometime in the Tudor ANU Reporter article either 

period of English hi.story had to be incompetent or 
(the bit after Richard 111 an^pv^ ..drunk 1 vote for drunk. Drunks 
before James I) a politii^^^;'-?? afc^always dropping things (and 
commenter wrote 1 de.trreader, should know), so 

i: ..i.-. insevrf.'T ...I... 1 ■ . ..i 


lines chat went sonic'&iHgJik'c)" i 
Treitson never prqsp.c^what’s • 
the reason? 

For if it prospery/n(fne''dafd"Gall 
It treason. T 

The point being,^tf a fcllov?^"’*,!,. 
cheats his wa^'tfFppwe'f^s^^^ 


I de.trreader, should know), so 
why not 149 ballots in three 
tightly-'packed wads. 

However, the point is that 
'*^'.sniart;torrupt people are the 
.%orics^wh|qaren’t caught. When 


The point being,^tf a fcllo\\’^rj;'*, 0 y^.ybu lop,k attbe manifest idiocy 
cheats his wa^'tp^ppwe'f^;^^^ mPsf’poiiadal rotting 

sticccssftilly, af^qEisiV’f c^ughc'.^^^^^^^ to suspect 

out, no-one’s rt4!^gdifffcto’^be ''*\fhat a,nyond4if average intelli- 


in a position to argue. This 
brings us to the fine old art of 
ballot stuffing. The chief point 
of ballot stuffing is being 
inconspicuous and getting away 
with it. It would appear that in 
the recent elections some poor 
bastard was put up to the job 
and had one too many shots of 
dutch courage before making 
the attempt. Anyone who 
performed so poorly in the 
oldest of political arcs (after 
lying) as w.as described in the 


geijee pifover mtisfBci.dpmg 
quitdHvcIl indeed out of scam- 
mongering. 

Hut to return to oiitiearlier 
point of political pondgfjiig: if 
you get away with>.it, it’s ’legal. 
Ever been at a becT^uck? 
Someone always cries fc^l. Ever 
been to Student’s Associiftign 
GM when someone stands 
and claims the latest conscitti- « 
tional reforms arc a rort? 

Well, the rather anarchic 
perspective is chat it is all a 


rort, my good friends, its just 
that the ones that come off, are 
always legal. Thus in politics, 
whatever works, works. Isn’t all 
this rather immoral? Well, as 
Machiavelli pointed out to us 
all its fairly easy to be either a 
moral political leader, or a 
successflil one - rather more 
dilficult to be both, 
nd on this auspicious note I’d 
like to raise my glass and voice 
in a resounding toast to all the 
newly elected inhabitants of 
Rortsville, ANU. Yes. to all our 
new Student Pollies, the very 
best of British Bitter! 

Most maniiiij)S Charlie is nu 
irascible, bad-tempered right 
v’iujjer, who taids to moderate 
his views as the sunsets over the 
yard arm. He firmly denies that 
after midnight his only position 
on any political issue is under the 
%, ta ble. 


W hen we were children, games were so simple: all you needed 
was a tennis ball, or a piece of elastic, or some chalk and some 
rocks, and you had lunchtimes of entertainment stretching into the - 
dizzy infinities of your primarj^cliool years. Down the coast for a 
tragically brief holiday last we^^was^^iindcd of the curious 
simplicity of children’s games^^n I found ^^clf plajnng hopscotch 
on a beach with some friends. There was soi^how a marvellous 
purity about the scene, an evocation of loscfWnoccnce which made 
me pine for the days of skipping rope and duck duck goose, and 
wonder whether those days have passed from the playgrounds of the 
future. 

I cannot resuain mj'sclffi'om addjn^i.d'at I won ho|iscotch on die beach 
but dien, I was al\va)'s good .at da^^^ypf games — die ones diat were 
completely confined to the re.tlm^^^'mcjSltygiound — ^and never any good 
at the real sports: ba.sketb.all, ftapt&ill,*^6pthat you really draw daat 
distinction when you are a chiltfel^rem^ber 1 used to dream about 
playing at die Hand-Tcainis V\Md;Gh'anipionships, just as I used to wonder 
how I always managed to misftfiis'^ppng r.accs when^ae Oljmipics were 
on TV. (Part of me still diinks-flierc’S’ihqae for Bcach^opsccfeh, too, 
diough dte naamrity of age leads infc,tn a somewhat grwter susjSicion.) 

More than anj’diing, however ''I love die elaborate rules which children’s 
games developed. It’s as if to compensate for the lack of resources die^' 
required, kids’ games evolved a host of regulations which make d^jANU 
bureaucrac)' look positively streamlined. E\’en tips or chitsies was never 
widiout die shrill cry of an unbroken voice declaring: “tan’t tip die butcher 
back!” This rule was followed. It was one of the Commandments of die 
Playground, and everyone Ixlieved it. Ihcre wererulcs surrounding 
marbles, skipping, yo-yo’s — even ekistics. ‘ -i" / 

Ektstics I never really understixKl, .actually. Despice almost all of the odier 
gimes being sexually non-discriminatory, there wassomcdimg which 
generally prevented liov'S fi'om pl.wing ela.sties. Peifiaps it was a vague pre- 
sexual thing, though diis was in those heady davs before puberty arose like 
the giant pl.istic squid of a B-giade science fiction movie and, tentacles 
quivering, as,sumed its terrible grip over our vlecade^pld lives. The other 
game which I never really exyKiienced involved a piece of sning and w'h.it 
Uxikeil like a half-tlozen di.slocau-d fingers, with the skill being IcKated 
somehow in the .ict of manipulating the sning so as to avoid severing the 
hand which was tremblingly placeil within it. 

T hen, when you moved out of infants mid into primary scIukiI, 
when v’ou could play on the oval and in the trees behind, dien the 
games got serious. You know what I’m talking alvnit — the ilark .side of little 
lunch. Brandings. British Bulldogs, (bliush) Red Rover. 1 must confess that I 
have only ever played one gime ol'Red Rover — a game wiiich at my .school 
involved a line oflx)V's,.i linc of giris, and ki.ssing — and, .sob, I was never 
called over, .\nothcr secret shame I choose to share with my dozen or so 
re.iders anil their imaginai'y fiiends. 

British Bulldogs was equjdly traum.vtic. Ofeounte it was oud.ivvcd — 
illegal. You aHilvJigctin big ti'ouble if you were caught pkiving it. VVe 
am.ized ourselves widi o'lii' brilliance in developing a cunning pseudonv'm 
fix- the game, so thatif vve'were caught we would simply .say we vvvre 
pl.aving “Aussie pingq” and we couldn’t get in noubic. VVe just couldn’t. 
(It’s amazing dicblinci iaidi in literalism which .only childi'cii and judges 
seem to share. ).Still, dicre is something only a i^th g'.ldc boy can under- 
stand about wwhiSiigfb jx-lt as fast as you can into dic/bdily of anodier sixdi 
glide boy who is croucheil in (xisirion like a sumo master, wmdng to tackle 
you. 1 didn’t really like it. M.iviie there weren’t enough rules’for'me. 

Another game whose icy simplicity I found di.squieting was Brandings. 
How long do you diink it took to think this game up? Hmm, we’ve gota 
tennis ball, a bunch ofscre.iniing kids, a copy o(Lurd of the FUcs—ljct's play. 

Rut my fiivourite game of all was liand4cnnisi It think th.at it wusn’t so 
much the .skill involved in actually iilaring-die game, as the comple.xity of 
the rules and dieir indeterminaev' vvhidi appealed to me. VVliat I vv'ant to 
know is, how do kids know what thc^culcs are? Tlicv’’rc not written down 
aitywherc. It’s not like dicy take yoitasidc and cxpl.iin it to vnu, that they 
have workshops at the beginning of chc'ycar K? tell you what it’s all about. I 
alwav's wanted to knovvw'hen; die rule bookw’is, or if they had hand-tennis 
judges, a hand-tennis tribunal to adjudiate dis(iutes. 'Hie ambiguous status 
of those .serve^Which bmied^along the'^und; vvhedier a hand was 
clutched, and ss^ja grab; die tricky rules coiicemiiig interlei'cnce, which 
viuied Ifom haiul-temiis jurisdiction to hand-tennis jurisdiction — how did 
you know what was .-illowed and what wasn’t? 

Even the iiaiiK- vmiedT^you say handball, I s.ay hand-tennis. Regardless 
ofits ride, we playecfItpyeR'vvhere — vve started offiii die painted squai-es 
on the blacktop (Acc|]Kng; Queen, and Dunce — ^which shows you just 
how hareh kids co^^db'cj.ifypi'Y'^ not number 1, 2, oi' 3, you’re a loser and 
deserv'c to be c.'^ec^a j&^iibut more .advanced players quickly progiessed 
to the moie soplii^catcdlGcations — ^against walls, up and down stairs, in 
cornen; — the pt^ibiiificsjvwc limidess. 

Wliy did we s^j^la^p^m not sum. Other thinjp became more 
iniixirtant, pcriirf^l'^uier-dmractions — alcohol, relationships, nightclubs, 
newsiiapci's. But foid^^l^k to that oonquil aftcnioon on die beach 1 
think it is easy to se^^yij^'simplicity of diose games appeals so strongly. 
Amidst the nuilriple'aj^|ties of essays and exams, of relationship traumtis 
and laniily h.xssles, there’s soniediiif§:“magicairy pure ifftlic simple conibina- 
tioii of a bunch of kids, some lines on die gixiund, and a tennis-ball — 
stretching otf into die dizzy infinities of childliood. 
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Election Aftermath:Wadgate? 


S tudents’ Association Elections 
The elections for next year’s Stu- 
dents’ Association were held in the last 
week oF term. The result was a signifleant 
victory for the Counterattack ncket, but 
the process has been called. into quwtipn . 
by serious attempts at cheating. Neither 
attempt made any difference to the result, 
but.it might have. If an enterprise on this 
scale has been pulled off succcssfi.illy.by 
the Liberal Club in last year’s election, 
then they xyould now control the SA, 
because the result last year was much 
clo.scr. • 

1 have been investigating this scheme in 
detail, and I have found so far that; 

(i) it came from within the 
“Ragc”tickct, and was a genuine attempt 
to clcct'Ragc candidates to the positions 
of General Secretary and President.; , 

(ii) die scheme had the full cooperarion 
and assistance of at least one, and 
probably two of the students employed 
by dtc Students’ Association to sit at the 
pplling table and give out ballot papers, 
check student cards and cross names off 
the roll. 1 should say at'diis point that 
these polling officers were appointed by 
the Treasurer, Daniel Jenkins. 1 allowed 
him to undertake this task on the 
understanding that he would gain cross; 
party approval for the appointments. Of, 
the five students appointed, this was done 
in the casc:bf only one. ^ i: 

' •j’(iii);ac, least one supporter of the 
ifKagcl’ ncket put the mulnpic ballot. / 
papers m the box during the nmc at; - ::;: . ; 

yvbich the polls were open. 

. The.Students' Association has received ; 
an official complaint about the mulnpic ■ 
ballot papers. The nc.xt General Mcenng , 

will therefore elect a Committee of : 
Disputed Returns to investigate the : - v- 
whole matter 

So far we know the following 
:. i l400. ballot-papers for.Presideiit -were 
printed . ■ , ^ 

141 remained at die end of the four 
days of polling < . 

. v;I267manies.were crossed qff the list. 

1224 ballot papers for President were 
in-^c •ballot-box, including 1 46 .wliich-; ; ' ■ .. 
were . dumped together in four seprare 
bundles ^ 

The disputed ballot papcrs were all - : - 
si^cd with two clearly disnnguishabic ; ; . 
signatures. '■ , 

■ Tins meansihac 1259 baUot papers for . ; 
President were in circularion,: 1224. ended ■ 
up m the ballot bo.x; with 146 dearly, put^ ? 
in by between one and four pcoplci-and 
these ballot papers were all signed by the ■ 
same two polling officers. In my view, at 
least 146 ballot papers were stolen by at 
least one polling officer. This person then: : 
crossed off the roll at least 146 extra 
names, m order to prevent any one 
noticing that dicre were more ballot 
papers in the box than there w'ere names 
crossed off the roll (a usual precautionary 
measure in die counting of an election). 

The polling officer then signed the stolen 
ballotpapcrs after the polls had dosed, 
gave diem to die architect of die rort, 
who filled dicm in and then gave dicni to 
his or her hendi person who put them in 
the ballot box, and was seen doing it on 
Friday afternoon. 

; Excluding die bundles, the total 
number of ballot papers m the box for ■ 
each posiuon were; 

1078 President 


1072 Treasurer 
925 General Secretary 
1064 Woroni’ . ^ ^ 

1082 General Representatives, 

Every student is entided)tb voKffor 
these positions/ jlTic huge ^^d^ 
between the numlK^bf papers for 
General Secretary, and. -the odierfour* - > 
positions is very.suspicious. _ .• 

My theory' iS'thac the guilty polling 
officer deliberately did not hand out. ^, 
ballot papcrejo.f the posidon- of General 
Sca-ctary' t6 ahout.l 50 , voters who 
looked as dibiigh tltey -were going to voce 
for the Cquhicrattack dckct.'This 
explains why the vote, for the “Rage” 
cxecurivc;candidatcs yyas reasonably 
consistent across the three positions, but 
the vote for die Counterattack candidate 
for General Secretary w-as much lower 
than their candidate for President aiid 
Treasurer. 

Unfortunately every one is denying 
everything., I am ncvcrthclcssiabsolutcly 
confident of proving who was involved. If 
the Treasurer was involved^ he will resign 
or be.ffismisscd. Any polling.bfficer , / 
proveilto be involved will not be paid. 
TTECS 

X-J. I have written to Mai Colston and 
Brian Harradinc about HECS, urging 
-them to vote against- the Government’s 
wicked irnposts.in the-Senatc; Mai 
..Golston. has .written back saying that he 
hasn?t made up his mindcHc suggcsted 
that-i raise it at ANU Council, as he and ' 
•I arc members of that ..body. Idid this at: 
the meeting on September 13, in the . ; , 
•context of a debate on aproposal.to/ ./■ . 
increase:.the Legal Workshop Fee by 
$1925.;! madc;an impassioned .speech ;; 
about HECS changes, which seemed to 
make an-impact on Senator Colston. . - : -- - 
Senator. John Tierney, John Howard’s rep„ 
.-on die-Gouncil (yes, die PM'does have a 
rep on the council) told me if 1 wrote tO' ": 

, thc: Minister and pointed outjthat most , 
Australianlaw/studcnts have to pav a fcc - n . 
;:of around;S6000 before, they can - ; ; . - ; < : 
pracricei she: might change her.mind and - • 
put law in the second band of courses 
($4700 a year) rather dian; the, top.band 
($5500) per year, as announced on 
August 9. Its a shame that Senator: . . ;1 - ■ 
Tierney was persuaded ofmy argument - - 
but will Ignore it when he votes in the 
Senate, and that he voted? to put the - . 
I,egal Workshop Fee up 
. : Further bad news about HECS is that " 
-thcAustralian.Vicc.-Ghanccllors,Commit- 
•tcc has'pubhcly.:called.oa thc Scnatc-to ; 
pass the whole budget but for one 
mcasurc.,They have asked the Govern- 
<■ m4nt to lower the repayment threshold -. 

; for;ncw students only. The Government 
wants to make anyone with adebt repay -- 
It when earning over $20,700 per year. 
This w'ould affect all currendy enrolled 
.students. The AVCC is therefore asking 
that e,xisDng students be left entirely 
alone. This is good for all of us, and I 
have little doubt that this was due in part 
to our own Vice-Chancellor, Deane - 
Terrell. It is a shame that he and others , 
seem to be supporting the horrific - ■ 
changes for new students. ITi ■ 

It all depends on what Colston and/, ., * 
Harradine do, however, not on what the 
AVGC says. ^ - 

I will be keeping up the pressure. The - 
idiot socialists arc taking a stupid “ 


approach wliich I will mention briefly. 
Before die last Council meeting they 
josded Colston to the point of him 
almost fainting with panic. Wliat this was 
.supposed to do I don’t know. He’s not 
:;thc;Govcrnmcnf andas yet there is no . 
t-indicadon that he will support what tlic 
r'.govcrnmenDis:dping. Taking out our 
anger on himwill be counterproductive, 
but this is what ybii’d expect from the 
ISO and Resistance;; 

S upplementary Exams 

E\'cry one should knoiv about the 
introduedon of supplementary c.vams, if 
only because one ticket iii the recent 
election dedded to take 100% of the 
credit for it, (a pathede rewriting of 
history). It now looks as diough these 
won’t be available until first semester 
c.xams next year, because die Faculties arc 
taking too long to inakc some minor 
decisions on the scliemc. I was not 
: informed that there was a requirement 
chat these details be worked out before 
the rules came; into effect. 

The trouble is tliat supps only become 
compulsory when die Examination Rules 
arc formally changed by Council. The 
decision by the Board of the Faculties is 
just.the first step. The ANU’s adviser on 
Icgtslation is asked (by Council) to draw ? 
up some rules to reflect the intention pf 
the Board. When the adviser has done 
this the rules arc approved formally by 
- Council, Supps are then compulsory. , 

I ivas aware of all ^s in May. At the 
Board discussioni the question was raised 
, as to how long after the Board made a 
/ decision would It take to get the rules 
- into law. The Registrar said that if the 
Board, deferred its dccision imtil August 
• .there would soil be plenty of time to get 
i :the rules drafted and approved ready for 
November 1996 cxams?(some academics 
were arguing diat more ome was needed 
to consider the issue). Tlie decision was 
not deferred. It was made on May 31. Yet 
it now-looks as though- we won’t have 
, supps for November. Thisas a disgrace. 

Cpuncil-on June;14- formally referred 
■ the Board?s decision to the adviser on 
Icgisiation.^This decision has been 
Ignored. Someone has decided that.this 
■ will not happcn/unol thc-Paailucs-havc 
setded some nunor -administraovc- . 

■ matters, I diought it was pcrfccdy:clcai' 

- that the-Facultics would make their own 
r rules on these matterSi and that the ^ 

: University wide Examination rules would 
. simply say that this was the casc..;Now the 
-.university widc.rulcs-havc-bccn delayed.- 
/ Faculty policy is not a mattcr'for ?Univer- 
sity wide rules Is someone seriously 
-suggesting that. the- luuversipes examina-- ' 
non rules say “In the Asian Studies 
Facultyj the resulting pass will be 
recorded as a ;P,: but in thc.Law Taculty it 
sviU be recorded as a P(S}”. If this is not 
what is;prpposed, dien why is the drafting : 
o'f the University, wide rules’ being ;. ...•; 

delayed* , ,, 

• - At the moment it loote assthough ,wc ; - 
' syon’t have supps until next year, but I 
’ ;?will be-'doing my best-tp resolve; dus issue • 
m our favour ' 

A GT Housing Trust Riiit Assist-; /w? 
JT\. ance 

Hundcreds of full time students at- ANU; 

. have been sent letters by jhc ACT 
Govtrnmcnr telling them that they wiU ? . 
/ not be receiving rent assistance nextyearv;.; 


or after the end of their lease, whichever 
is the later. This is appalling, apd was 
done without any consultation of anyone. 
Many students rely on this scheme. If 
your not earning an outrageous ampiint 
of money, you arc given a subsidy by the 
Government such that you only have to 
pay 40% of your income in rent. You -have 
to wait a year before recching it if you 
come to the ANU fi-om interstate, and 
you can’t get it if you live in a hall or 
college. Many college students move into 
houses after one or two years because its 
much cheaper after you get the rent 
assistance. 

: This is particularly frustrating as the 
ANU is on die precipice of establising a 
permanent rent assistance scheme of its 
own, targeted towards first year students 
from interstate. The idea was diat some 
of these students could live in an ANU 
Hall in their first year^ with a bursary 
from the University. They could then 
move into private housing and receive 
rent assistance from the ACT Govern- 
ment. I discussed diis in considerable 
detail in my lastreport, and I have 
received no response to it, The scheme 
might have to be revised now that the 
Government is cutting off its asssiiahcc, 
from all students in the ACT. . . , 

This means chat students \yill have m 
work longer hours to supplcineht dicir 
incomes." More will have ttigo part time 
to support themselves. Students from 
interstate ivill havc-to staylh Canberra 
over snnimer to hold dpiyn precious jobs, 
and all this is on top of die Federiil 
Goverriiiient’s decision CO raise the ; 
AUSTUDY age pf independence^ from 22 
to 25. 

I.might add that this dccisipri-might 
nothavc been taken if the Federal; : 
Coalition Government had kcjac ite 
promise to maintain the level of funding 
to the ACT Government 
Strikes etc. 

The University is dealing wth an 
cnrircly deserving claim for a pay rise for 
academic and gcneral.staff. There is no 
question chat die ANU and odicr 
universities won’t be able to keep up the 
quality of education if good minds arc 
lost to business, the public service etc, 
and pur pay rates arc so far behind that 
tliis is becoming a reality. 

The issue is whcdicr the ANU should 
try to cope with the pay rise widiout 
support from the Federal Government. 
The Universit)' has decided it should, but 
not to die extent that would keep die 
unions happy. So there will probably be 
strikes, and dierc is already a ban on 
exams. 

The Federal Gbvernmerit deserves 
condemnation for not addressing die pay 
claim. They argue that the pay rises 
should be linked to productivity iii- 
( creases, which would easily pay for them 
pn the long run. They ignore die obilous 
fact that die current pay claim is based on 
productivity increases already achieved by 
stiff. These productivit)' increases have 
‘not given die University' enough money 
, CO deal with the pay claim. Any 
. efficiencies made have been swallowed up 
/ byJjthc Goyerniucnc’s horrendous funding 
cutVIt looks like sonic staff will have to 
be offered redundancies to pay for the 
-..salary increases for die staff that stay. 

, , - Williaih-Mackcrras 
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The National Festival of Australian Theatre is a frenzied and thrilling hit of 
culture, talent, entertainment and style guaranteed to jolt you off your stupefied 
bottom and blast you out of the sludgeof essays and bad food. Held every 
October in Canberra (why Canberra, you ask? Good question...), the Festival 
features the cream (or low fat yoghurt) of Australia’s theatrical talent, but the 
1 996 style of performance is more varied than ever before, and is set to hit 
Canberra right between the cultural eyes. So screw your procrastination to the 
sticking place and venture from your nest to explore some of the incredible 
experiences on the smorgasbord. 


rfu 


'i-rhB ajmlbslical- ^ 

A-Brotliers 

i Heatven By Storm 

17- 19 October. pi 

Forget titat useless page-turning; you’ll Hji 
never learn anything anyway. Better still, ^ 

tickle your fancy and thump your funny bone ? 
into the ne.Kt century with a visit to the ^ 

Umbilical Brother’s latest embryo, Heaven by ii 's 
Storm. Frenetic, fantastic and fucking hilari- 
ous, this devilishly dynamic duo have rocked ' * 
the rest of the world to its foundations, and 
have returned for the express purpose of 
I dragging Canberra, kicking and screaming, out 
L of tlie winter funk. 

if In a high-voltage, fossil-fticl-incincrating 
B performance, tlic Umbilical Brothers will rattle 
' any student out of pre-c.xam sludge, and inject .all 

the energy' needed to propel you right through to 

Christmas, and then some. 


Corrugation Road 

Olxnmy Cli± and t:lie Black Swaua 
Tlieatjer 

10-14 October 

Cornijiatiun Road has got it all; a complete fruit salad of characters portrayed with 
colour and pizazz, a red-hot musical score with samples of every'thing from hot gospel 
to reggae and blue, and a storyline guaranteed to grab your brain, have sex with it and 
then toast it on 

seem to make up 

their minds on the issue of psychiatry. And that’s not even the punch line. 

This is a sneak preview of the new musical from the creators of the smash hit Bran 
Nue Dae, and will soon be enjoy'ing its world premier at the Melbourne International 
Festival, so get in quick and beat the rush. 


Nick Enrig-lit: 

3-6 October 

Rape is a subject that rips constantly at the superficially normal 

surface of our society', and in this powerful drama from playwright 

Nick Enright, the devastating 

ripples chat spread out from 

such an event are explored in 

agonising and penetrating 

detail. A girl is raped and ^ ^ ^ 

individual, in partiailar, the' ' j & 

friends and ftimily of Jared, who ‘ 
tries to come to terms with his c. 

own involvement in the tragedy. " ''i aJnH ^ 

Blackrock is a confronting JBfljHL’''' ; 

theatre piece that deals with the ^ 1 

darker sides of Australian ^ 

society. Featuring a star-studded ' v » 

cast, 5/rtci/wi' recently won the . * 

AVVGIE award for Best New . ^ 

Play and has received wide- 1 
spread praise from critics. 


Rock N Roll circus 

9-12 October 

This is theatre like you’ve never experienced it 
Itefore. It grabs you by the short and curlies, 
and throws you into a morass of sex, erotica, 
sadism, mystery, psychedelia, insanity' and pure 
black magic. Described as a cross between 
Salvador Dali and Barnum & Bailey, the Rock 
'N’ Roll Circus revels in a distinct sty'lc of 
visual, physical and psychological theatre that 
has siunned audiences across Australia. 


The North 

WUllazn Yang 


In the era of Pauline Hansen and free speech, being a migrant in Australia 
is more challenging titan ever; more than just a struggle to survive, but a 
struggle to fight the tide pushing migrants out to the fringes of society' and 

ghettoising them. William Yang’s 
•>"* ^ monologue with slides c.\pl.ores his 

^ ^ childhood growing up as a Chinese 

Australian in the dry and dusty 
*' country of North Queensland, 

Mil ‘^-''’^tnining the influence of tlte 
^ I5P incredible landscape on his identity' 
^ as an Australian. Vie Northisa 

profound look at what it really 
-4 ‘ ' ’>-? tneans to be Australian, and is 

accompanied by a soundscape of 
HGT ■' original music from Colin Offord. 
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ENTERTAINMENT SPECIAL 


CALL CANBERRA TICKETING 

(06) 257 1077 or 1800.802 025 

FOR YOUR COPY OF THE FESTIVAL BROCHURE 


Faust “ Tile Heat of iCinowlecige 

Splintjezrs Theatjre 

Hinally, an event in the 50th Anniversary celebrations that will rock this sedate and complacent 
institution to its distinguished foundations; presented by Splinters-’Vou’ve Got It We’ll Blow It Up’- 
Theatre of Spectacle, with an original score by Larry Sitsky and in association with performers from 
Stopera, CAl^S, and the School of Art. Fniist is here, and he’s pos.ses.sed. 

In this choreographed pyrotechnic calamity, we follow Goethe’s character of 1-aust as he sinks to Hell 
ii|tltc qjUijsT f(^r^l|i| 0 ^ to the 

nature, good versus evil, while swinging from the It ' " ^ H £r^' 

existentialist to the erotic. ^ 

The performance will be staged around the unsuspcct- ' / 

ing University' House, which hopefully will still be intact ^ ^ 

after it all. Splinters Tlieatre are notorious for their ij' .wj® £j 

pyrotechnic ftamboyance, and this production promises 

to be a blast from Hades itself. Faust also features the m 

highly successftil band Sidewinder and the Black Poodle jv* 

Club, a fetish-girl dance troupe that enjoys frolicking in 

leather, latex and stilettos. - 


9-13 October 

The Age of Techology is here, 
influencing every part of our lives 
including the theatre, skadada is a 
cutting edge performance that 
skillfully combines bizarre stories 
and songs with computer manipu- 
lated soimds and visuals to 
produce a surreal atmosphere in 
which the themes of evolution and 
technology arc explored. 


Oaze of our Lives 

inspired, by bbe 
work of MaoTy 
Lieunigr. 

15-19 October 

Mary Lcunig is renowned for her 
unique and often profound art and 
cartoons, in whicli house-bound 
heroines battle tyranical teapots and the 
.safe and secure aspects of life merge 
inct) a shadowy world of unreality. Daze 
of our Lives is Leunig’s viSLial poetry 
brought to life by the illusionary 
puppetry of Handspan Theatre 
combined with the talents of a live 
performer. 




Fence 

10-13 October 

Lano and Woodley have been described 
as everything from “Laurel and Hardy on 
S|)eed” to “reincarnations of Buster 
Keaton w'ill lobotomics and a firm grip on 
the funny bone”. Australia’s daggicst 
dynamic duo have taken slapstick comedy 
and given it a facelift that would make La 
Toya Jackson jealous, with a combina- 
tion of modern dance, the green banana 
effect (don’t ask...) and complete 
madness that w'ill leave your dimples 
permanently attached to your earlobes. 
Brothers Colin and Frank can each boast 
of less than auspicious beginnings in the 
theatre world; Colin first acted at the age 
of 6, playing a 60 year old camel attend- 
ant in ‘Joseph and his Tcchnicolour 
Dreamcoat’ with a fake beard and spirit 
gum up his nostril, while Frajik scored his 
first 


is just a small sample 
of the wonders that await 
you during the Natiphai,^' 
Theatre Festival. A full list of 
the performances and exhibi 
tions of the Festival is de- 
tailed in the Theatre Festival 
Brochure which is available 
from a variety of places, 
j including the ANU Students’ 
.Association Office.ifei^ifeui 


Sex and Death, the realm of the Subconscious. Schlock* Horror. Mystery, Insanity. Fear, Dreams, Love, Weird Sex, 
Aulo-Sex, Inner Space/Outer Space and some other Really Spooky Stuff.. .The Dark is an absolute treat for adventurous 
theatregoers. 

“...owes as much to Dali as it does to fiamum to Bailey“. THE AUSTRALIAN 

•...human bowling balls, crashing into ninepins of our preconceptions’. THE SYDNEY MORNING HERALD 


OCTOBER 9 AT 8PM, OCTOBER 10 AT 9PM, OCTOBER 11. 12 AT 11PM 
SPECIAL CUT PRICE PREVIEW OCTOBER 8 AT 8PM ANU ARTS CENTRE 


ffkr CatKTra Vlmn 


OPTUS 
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The Songs of V±c Chesmitt 



Pour years ago, respected singer/ 
songwriter Victoria Williams was diag- 
nosed with multiple sclerosis. Being a 
poor musician she didn’t have health 
insurance and was unable to pay her 
medical bills. It was here that the Sweet 
Relief concept was born. Many fellow 
musicians who were big fans of her music 
each covered one of her songs and a 
compilation CD was released, the 
proceeds going to help defray the cost of 
her medical treatment. Artists who 
contributed included Lou Reed, Pearl 
Jam, Evan Dando, Soul Asylum and 
Buffalo Tom. 

Vic Chesnutt, who also suffers from a 
serious medical condition, is the subject 
of Sweet Relief 2, and like its predecessor 
it brings to greater public attention a 


songwriter who has enortnous talent and 
has until now been worshipped only by 
those in the know. Artists who pleilged 
their suptwrt on number 2 include 
R.E.M., Garbage, The Smashing Pump- 
kins, Indigo Girls, and Joe Henry + 
Madonna. 

On the CD sleeve, each of the artists 
e.xplain why they contributed to this CD 
and what the music of Vic Chesnutt 
means to them. Joe Henry, an under- 
ground hero himself, who duets with his 
sister-in-law Madonna, says “Beyond its 
public campaign and flash patrons. Sweet 
Relief is the simplest and most .sensible of 
charities. And Vic CJhesnutt — make no 
mistake — is a star, with or without any 
qualifying footnotes. Long may he wave.” 
Ed Kowalczvk from the band Live savs 


“Vic Chesnutt is a hero of mythological 
proportions. Men of his greatness are 
usually dead by the time I discover them. 
But Vic is alive, very much alive.” But 
perhaps the most pithy of statements 
comes from R.E.M., “Vic is cherry pie.” 
The music of Vic Chesnutt is probably 
best described as southern American folk. 
Wonderhilly simple songs full of heart- 
break, loiig hours on the road, crummy 
small towns and out of body experiences. 
The varied interpremtions of these songs, 
however, is what gives Sweet Relief 2 its 
strength. The Smashing Pumpkins do an 
industrial tingeil version of “Sad Peter 
Pan” with help from Chicago band Red 
Red Meat, Garbage have a crack at “Kick 
My Ass” complementing the song 
perfectly with their distinct prog-pop 


sound and Live do a t'ersion a “SiqKr- 
natural” which was part of their MTV 
Unplugged performance. The wo 
standout traeks of this release arc 
“Dodge” done by Peter Stuart of dog’s 
eye view with his croaky voice and out of 
tune acoustic guitar, and a duet between 
Chesnutt himself and Victoria Williams' 
on a song they co-wrote for this album. 

This compilation has opened my cj'cs 
to a songwriter 1 had never heard of 
before and it will surely have me search- 
ing through his back catalogue. Not only 
does Sweet Relief 2 have excellent songs 
by some of the premier artists of the 
moment but it is also a worthwhile 
charity in support of the man responsible 
for this music. 

Phil Hall 


Feair Of G±rls 

1 admit that 1 have never really paid much 
attention to the antics of Bhiehoitle Kiss. 
They have supported bands on numerous 
occasions at the unibar, and have a fe«' 
releases already under their belt, .so with 
my prior lack of knowlalge on the bands 
sound and experience I w.irily left the 
Woroni office with their latest .ilbum in 
hand - “Hear Of Girls”. 

After rd allowed the album to lay 
motionle.ss and untouched a top of my 
CD collection tor more than a few days 1 
finally decided that the time had come for 
me to whack it under the laser and to 
open my ears to the melodies of the 
Aussie act. 

It cook me no more than two runs 
through of the entire disk for me to come 
to the conclusion that this is THE album 
of 1996. Mind you this year has definitely 
seen some excellent releases from both 
overseas and Aussie bands. Pearl Jam 
released No Code, Powderfingcr released 
Double Allergic and Tumbleweed - 
Return to Earth, but I have to say, that 
until “Fear of Girls” miraculously fell into 
my hands I was yet to hear an album 
which enthralled me as much as this one. 

I still can’t get enough of it, its the type 


of CD which can be listened Co repeat- 
edly, bringing constant, heightening 
satisfaction; a rare feat for mo.st albums 
which I have reviewed lately. 

Fear Of Girls is a compilation of rich 
and sensuous, yet at the same 
time itroovv and rockimt 
tracks. In this album ' 

Bhiebrittle Kiss have 
manatted to ^ 


combine a range of ^ ' 

interesting sounds 

using your ^ 

everyday instru- 

ments in a wa>' 

different to many 

other bands, they 

. combine noisy ^ / » 

guitar riffs with ’ 

sensual slow and 
innocent notes, as 
explored in the first track 
of the album “Claim”. This 
song, along with the other fourteen on 
the disc is a definite gem, but may I go as 
far as to say that if “Claim” is comparable 
to a ruby, the second track, “Helping You 
Hate Me” is a definite diamond, its 
sound keeps me in an amazing rapture. 




and I am in no way spinning shit. 

Even .IS I type this review I listen to the 
disc. Hell, the.se songs are all that damn 
good that I’m feeling more and more 
compelled to tell you the highlights of 

each one. If It w.tsn'c for the teensy 
• 7 - weeny bit of .self control 

which 1 posse.ss this reviesv 
' could well have been 

' ' J /’) published as a short 

s. r.y ^ y i novel. Each Crack 

.. ■ holds its own 

exquisite beauty, (in 
■■ no way begin to 

think that 1 have 




* yi 


Human beings love to categorize, it 
seems. When “E-Bosv the Letter”, a 
single off R.E.M.’s latest album, Ncii’ 
A/lvcnntrcs in Hi-Fi, was first played on 
Triple ], DJs and listeners felt that the 
new album would be a return to Auto- 
tuacic for the People. I found myself in 
that group. After my first listen to New 
Adventures, however, I considered that I 
had prejudiced the entire album witli one 
single. Rather than echoing the angst- 
ridden and emotional testimony of 
Automatic (which I thought was a class 
piece), the rough, jarring guitar rifts and 
Whiny electrical howl-around in songs 
such as “Undertow” seemed to be more 
like R..E.M.’s first adventures in music, a 
deliberate amateur sound heard in the 
earlier albums and subsequently resur- 
rected on Monster. Either way, I thought 
to myself, it’s hardly a “new” sound for 


been brainwashed or 

whatsoever, 1 tell the 
pi? whole truth and 

' nothing but the truth). 

- I’ll even go as for as to 

admit that I was so impressed 
by this release that I immediately 
headed for the local music shop to get a 
print out of their file, I can tell you now 
that when I have a few spare dollars I’ll 
be off to invest in their first major release 
“Higher Up The Firetrails”. Anyway, 
quickly back to the songs, number six is a 


New Adventures in Hi-Fi 

R-E.M. (Wamer Bros.) 


Michael Stipe’s boys. It took a few more 
listens for me to realise I was being too 
hasty. 

Hew Adventures in Hi-Fi, turns out to 
be an appropriate title to this work. It’s 
like a smorgasbord, each crack a separate 
dish on a great menu, the only real 
connectioii between them being Stipe’s 
great voice (I mean starting with what is a 
rough, non-musical, and basically crap 
voice. Stipe manages to cultivate a vocal 
effect in his songs which I think is 
comparable only to what Bono can do). 
Having said that Stipe still explores a new 
oral adventure on each track. Some songs 
seem very familiar (“The VVakc-Up 
Bomb” just recks of “Blush with Eye- 
liner”), and others I reckon have detect- 
able influences from past songs (covering 
about all of the 50, 000 or so albums that 
R.E.M. have released since the early 


80’s). All these songs are a new c.\pcri- 
ment, trying to use the old to help die 
evolution into something new. 

But it’s not all a re-hash of previous 
experiments. My very first impressions 
were far from the truth. As I always say 
about good albums, it gets more indi- 
vidual and more exciting each time I 
listen to it. A new kind of funky lilting 
almost country-like sound pervades this 
CD. A clever piece of producing put 
“How the West was Won and Where it 
Got Us” at the top of the list and it sets 
the listener up for what the rest of the 
songs arc gonna be like. My own opinion 
is that this is the best tide to a song I 
have heard in ages. R.E.M. aren’t just 
telling us about a scries of adventures, 
they question their effect. It’s one thing 
to win the West, but was it worth it? 
Anyway, musically this song combines 


nicely rocking track, the following song 
“Dragee Fauna” is a strangely enticing 
jumble of whispered lyrics backed by an 
almost hypnotic bit of music which 
transcends into a disorientating noise. 
Track ten, “Outside Are The Dogs” is a 
favourite, but is outdone by number 
eleven, “Loaded To The Gills”, which is a 
slower and more sensitive sounding 
melody. We now come to the track “Rust 
And The Time”, this has a foster beat and 
has been released as the major single for 
the album. 

Fear Of Girls is a disc ftill of great 
songs. I truly hope that I haven’t bored 
you all too much with the amount of 
praise I have given to this rclea.se. It is all 
well deserved, and by all means next time 
you’re flipping through the CD’s at 
Impact make a litde trip over to the 
“alternative” section and have a quick 
listen to this one. Ohh, and before I 
forget, make sure to keep an car open for 
track number thirteen, “You’re Gonna Be 
On Your Own Soon”, in my opinion it is 
the best song of the entire fifteen tracks, 
mind you it took me a long dme to 
decide I actually had a fovouritc.. .that’s 
how good “Fear Of Girls” Is. 

by Sajadc. 


soft guitar with piano and mandolin to 
giv'c die listener a really new subtle 
sound, like 1 said, almost country like. 

Of course this is overlaid by Stipe’s 
audacious vocals. Other songs that offer 
new sounds brilliantly interplayed with 
creatively sung lyrics arc “Leav'c”, and 
“Electrolitc”. The latter is quite good and 
a little cheeky and finishes the album, 
with a very mellow catchy rhythm and a 
piano chord which just, only just reminds 
one of “Nightswimming". 

Overall this is a very creative album. I 
am constantly amazed how a band which 
seems to derive its individuality entirely 
from one man’s voice can be so consist- 
ently innovative in a w'ay which extends, 
rather than breaks “their" sound. I 
guarantee that R.E.M. fans will love Netv 
Adventures simultaneously for its 
familiarity and its originality. 

Trcc-Erog 
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I notice that the last person to write one 
of these began by agonising over finding 
the book, film and album which have had 
the tnost profound infltience on his life. 

I’d like to start right now by poindng out 
that these are nor the most influential 
works upon myself because (a) I was 
asked to do this thing on very short 
notice and (b) because I’m notin a 
particularly introspecrivc mood, and feel 
no desire to analyse myself out of 
c.xistcnce. Let’s face it, 1 do not feel equal 
to the challenge of sifting through the 
veritable deluge of entertainment that has 
been floculing die s)'stem since 1 was a 
child to choose those that I love best. 
After all, I am of the mass 'media genera- 
tion. These things arc my children. So 
here arc a few items which I feel strongly 
about, and chat I think arc worth 
checking out. 

The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy 
I was going to do Virginia WoolPs 
Orlando for this part. Highly superior 
book, one of the most interesting and 
amusing r»"' read, I do recommend 
picking one up. But if we’re going to go 
for pure influence, it’s hard to go past the 
old Trilogy in Four Parts (ok, five, but 
who’s counting). Ok, so we all know that 
the radio plays were better, but they lack 
that extra something found in the detail 
and pure accessibility of the books. The 
interesting thing about this series is that it 


has made an observable impact on 
.society. ‘Don’t Panic’ can be found 
written in large friendly letters on many a 
document (including, 1 might mention, 
the ANU student diary from a few years 
back), Marvin was only the first in a line 
of manic depressive robots and the 
number 42 keeps popping up cveryfwherc 
(you might notice it’s a recurring theme 
on the X Files). Now, I know that an 
obsession with this novel is usually 
associated with computer-head geeks (not 
making any comment about my own 
personality). But the extreme bizarre 
wittincss of these books, inspired when 
young computer geek Douglas Adams 
was lying drunk in the middle of a field in 
Austria, 1971, will definitely appeal to 
anyone who gives them a go. This scries 
of books is like the Goodies- there arc 
just too many classic moments to choose 
a favourite. After all, these are the books 
that proved to us that the population of 
the universe is nil, that God docs not 
exist, and that Elvis was kidnapped by 
aliens. 1 leave you with God’s Final 
Message to man, written in tliirty-foot- 
high letters beyond the Limitless 
Lightficlds of Flanux- ‘Sorry for the 
inconvenience’. 

Amadeus- soundtrack 

Ok, so saying Mozart influenced my 
life is perhaps a bit of a cliche. And 
listening to a soundtrack collection of his 


You Am 1/ Powderfinger 


Unilyar, Sept: 2L 

It was a last minute decision to trot along to 
the unibar a few weeks ago to sec 
Powderfinger and You Am I, I think that it 
had somctliing to do with the fact tliat Fd 
somehow managed to find one solitary twenty 
dollar note sitting all by itself in my bank 
account. Thinking to myself, tliat this poor 
lonely twenty dollar note could not be left 
alone I decided to quickly witlidraw him from 
the confines of the dark and horrible auto- 
matic teller macliinc, and put liim to better 
use. I tliink tliat my choice to go was also 
swayed by die other important facts; one, diat 
1 knew full well diat Austudy was to be 
landing in bank accounts across the nation the 
very next day, and two, because I’ve really 
quite enjoyed listening to Powderfinger’s latest 
album on Triple J. 

As my friend and I walked througli the 
grand entrance to die refectory I remained 
unaware diat this was to be the dawning of a 
new era for myself, it was to be die christening 
of Sajadc in to die world of crowd surfing 
ecstasy. 

It wasn’t a long wait befiare the boys fi'om 
Powderfinger graced the stage and ripped into 
dieir set. I had a good groove up front, mind 
you the crowd once again didn’t get overly 
endiusiastic until songs such as “D A.F 
(cascading down)” and ‘‘Pick You Up” were 
perfomicd, but you grow to expea diis fham 
die unibar over-cightcen gig going crowd. 
That is they only really go off to the big hits of 
the band; too bad if you’re a lesser known 
group because then the crowd usually sit diere 
like a pack of stunned mullets leaving a nice 
piece of linoleum frir the band to look at 
wliilst diey try to paste smiles of happiness 
onto dieir feces. Anyway back to die real deal 
Powderfinger were good but they were 
nothing in comparison to die fbrtlicoming 


works, rather than a collection put 
together by the worthy scholars of some 
miscellaneous symphony orchestra is 
perhaps a bit tacky. Rut, to be quite frank, 
this was a good movie with a great 
soundtrack. Its secret lies in the feet that 
the producer, director and musical 
director locked themselves in a bam with 
great acoustics for two weeks with every 
recording of Mozart that they could get 
their hands on, and came out with the 
best. Two tapes (one long cd) of his best 
work, in its best recordings. In all my 
Mozart listening days I’ve found only one 
or two pieces that truly stand out from 
the crowd that arc missing from this 
soundtrack. This makes wonderful 
background or foregi'ound music. Perfect 
for studying to (everyone knows Mozart 
increases your intelligence), if you don’t 
mind having to pause occasionally for a 
truly orgasmic harmony that you just 
can’t ignore. This is the music I want 
played at my funeral. 

Ycnd 

I admit straight away that this is 
probably not the movie which has had 
the most influence on my life. But have 
you ever tried to pick one tliat has.> There 
are literally dozens of films that I have 
seen dozens of times, each of them 
becoming a major part of my being. So 

»..<iwnrnni am 


deliglits of that night. Now, If I can just take 
a few steps back to refresh your memories, 
can you recall diat earlier 1 said nothing about 
You Am I being the one to draw me to the 
gig that night, and that’s not because I foigot 
to mention them. You Am I are a band who 
have never really done all that much for me in 
die past. None of tlicir albums liavc set my 
heart ticking any faster, yet I’ll have admit 
that all their music is classic. Every one of 
their songs released to date lias the potential 
to be released as a single, they cater to a 
ratlier wide audience, and I think I can go as 
fer as to say that any true collector of 
wordiwliilc music o\ms one of their CD’s.... 

I know I surely do, mind you it is in pristine 
condition and only rarely makes die trip from 
the slopes of the CD pile onto the playing 
field. So you can imagine die surprise and 
delight diat overcame me as die trio rocked 
onto the stage. I had just managed to 
squeeze niy way up relatively close to the 
front of die stage when the boys rippicd into 
their set, playing songs from all dirce albums, 

and keeping the stage wami no, wrong 

dioicc of words, keeping die stage sizzling 
hot for well over one and a half hours. 

We heard tracks such as Mr Milk, dirougli 
to Purple Sneakers and Ken The Mother 
Natures Son, along widi many odicr good 
ones. It was mid-way througli the gig diat 
my trusty male accompaniment gave me an 
upwards signal, indicating that he’d give me a 
lift up on top of the crowd of thrashing 
bodies to go for a surf. I myself signalled back 
to him that he could get stuffed, dicre was no 
way in hell I was getting up there. Unfortu- 
nately my signal and reply came too late for 
widiin seconds I was being hoisted up on top 
of the crowd and was experiencing my first 
ever surf. After diat one initial go, I realised 


diat I liad spent far 
too many years of 
being kicked in the 
head by fellow surfers 
and it was time for me 
to make up for all 
those lost gigs ( that’s 
crowd surfing, not 
kicking heads). The 
night, and the unibar 
rocked hard to die 
sounds of You Am I 
well into die early 
hours of die morning, 
not in a long time 
have I seen sucli 
enthusiasm for a 
band, partiailarly an 
Australian one. I think 
I can go as fer as to 
say diat my money 
was well spent and to 
advise anyone who 
has not seen You Am 
I to do so, you 
definitely won’t regret 
it. 

Sajade 


lection put out of the multitude I chose this one, 

scholars of some partly because it was the first movie 

y orchestra is written, directed and starred in by a 

, to be quite frank, single woman (maybe produced, funded 
I'ith a great and gaffered too. I’m not sure), partly 

;s in the feet that because I think that it is undermted by 
nd musical much of the population, and partly 

ves in a bam with because dicre seems to be an alarming 
ivccks with every number of gender bending films rccur- 
it they could get ring-throughout my childhood (Tootsie, 
ie out with the All of Me, Just One of die Guys), and 1 

ng cd) of his best thought I .should pick an accurate 
ngs. In all my representative. Ok, so its a musical. And I 

Ve found only one know a lot of people have trouble with 
stand out from Barbara Streisand. But re-watching this 

ing from this filni recently after many years break, it 

wonderful still brought tears to my eyes. It is a very 

ind music. Perfect touching love story widi a feminist slant, 
1 C knows Mozart which allows many moments of humour, 
ice), if you don’t Besides which, no matter what anyone 
ccasionally for a says, this is a beautiful woman with a 
' that you just beautiful voice (if you don’t have a 

■ music I want problem with noses). Plus there’s the 

added bonus of Mandy Inigo-froni- 
Princcss-Bridc Patinkin. He doesn’t get 
that this is to sing (though I understand he has a 

: which has had lovely singing voice) but he docs skinny 

ny life. But have dip- This is a movie for all of us who 
nc diat has.> There would make terrible housewives, cncour- 
Inis that I have aging us to appreciate the times we live 

ach of them 

of my being. So Jessica Coates 

|i,>yoroni and Tales fi;om the' Other Sides 

‘ ■ 

are giving away tree copies of 
^Yietnam for Travellers by Travellers’ 
to the first people to drop their nam^ 


nf and phone number in the box outside v 
iffe ' the woroni office. 

"Get in quick - this is the best travel guide around," ' 
.rjl and a nrtiist if you’re planning a holiday to Asia ' 

Travel Vietnam on Us!!! 

"Tales from the other Side" presents the 
most comprehensive and up to date 
guidebook available to this unbeatable 
destination. Particularly written for those on 
an Austudy induced budget, 

"Vietnam by Travellers for Travellers" is 
packed full of information 
and designed with the 
\ independent traveller in 
\ guide is an 

invaluable asset to 
^ anyone wanting to visit 
the country and leave 
\ with more than a sun 


ONLY $19.95 

Available at all good book stores 
Distributed by Tower Books 

Tales from the Other Side 
PO Box 1880 Dee Why NSW 2099 Australia 

http://www.usvd.edu.au/~bdrewniia/tales/lales.htin 


21 Woroni 10 October 1996 


National Library of Australia 


http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page16008970 



ENTERTAINMENT Of! 




National Library of Australia 


http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page16008971 


Rats In The Ranks 


a street petition that involved the eoiineil 
had years earlier divided their street in 
anger. Their teehniqiie of emeising a film 
erew amongst its Him topics worked well 
for them in their brilliant and eritieally 
acclaimed Papua New Guinean documen- 
tary HInck Hnn’csc .»k\ has produeed a 
result of equal integrin' with this film. For 
with emersion comes acceptance and a 
greater relaxation of your subject. Larry 
Hand was more than happy to let them 
film, as he stated he wanted to show the 
system for what it was, to air the system 
in truth. 

Truth is captured in Rats in the Rnuks 
in a dazzling array of political buggery. 
Parties have their divisions leaked to the 
press, people are manipulated, others are 
lied to and lelf red-faced and alone and 
no one is really sure who will win, only 
who thev want and defmitelv do not want 


CoUij. to desert one’s party or associates, esp. 
in time of trouble 

Blatant humanit)' fed on a diet of self- 
seeking politics squirms on the screen in 
all its hilarity' and you laugh. For Raisin 
the Ranks is as accurate a documentary of 
the petty tyninny of Australian politics 
ever made. It chronicles the week leading 
up to the September Sydney Leichhardt 
Council mayor elections in which 
incumbent L;irry Hand is seeking re- 
elcetion for a forth term. He is popular 
with the citizenry but requires a majority 
of votes from the 12 other councillors to 
be reappointed. Fie needs the numbers 
and has so litde respect for any of the 
other contenders he will stretch every 
which way to get them. 

The film makers Bob Connolly and 
Robin Anderson cho.se to film the seat of 
Leichhardt as it is their constituenev and 


to be mayor. The audience has trouble 
containing its mirth at the backstabbing 
and petty tyranny of politics that enrapts 
all the council members. At the premier 
Canberra screening in new Parliament 
House Larry Hand, now a consultant, 
could be heard laughing at decisions 
maile and people manoeuvred. His 
expression after the film was one of ‘its a 
mug sport but I didn’t make the rules 1 
just played by them and happened to 
win’. Asked if the final scenes had been 
stacked with his supporters Hand w'as fast 
to reply with a smirk, 

film n^aking Ct)nn<)lly 
crews running at one * 

put in up to 100 hour V 


S40,000 a year. Connolly was adamant 
that the film process had not been one of 
a self guided consciousness designed to 
expose but one that was freely curious 
and in its unknown gaze had captured the 
low pulse of politics. Rats in the Ranks h 
a world class documentary that may pick 
up an Oscar, but for Australia it is one of 
the most important and honest com- 
ments on politics ever captured, scurry 
along. 

Robert Umphelby 


Former Leichardt Mayor and film subject, Larry Hand 


The lone figure approaches the gates of a 
town, casting a shadow over the land- 
scape. Above, three rotting bodies swing 
on a makeshift gallows; a raven circles. 
Could be a scene from any western, but 
actually it is the opening to Kabuto, a 
Manga cartoon film. 

For those to whom Manga is unfamil- 
iar, cast your minds back to childhood: 
remember G-Foree, Astro Boy, Speed 
Racer, or Robotechl All of these cartoons 
came out of a Japanese animation 
industry that stood apart from the cutesy 
wackiness and visual stylistics of American 
cartoons. Instead they represented 
somctliing more realistic, often using 
more violent and usually more detailed 
images, complicated plots and adult 
concepts. At times they can approach an 
art form. From the indcpxrndcncc of the 
Japanese cartoon industry, scries were 
created with greater imagination and 
more gripping storylines. Sci-fi and 
fantasy Manga films are now catering to a 
growing adult market and feature 
violence chat would have Quentin 
Tarantino squirming in his scat and which 


easily earns them MA and R ratings. 

Kabuto is relatively came fare; set in a 
fantasy world where warriors who still 
fight with swords coexist with robots and 
helicopters. Kabuto is a legendary martial 
artist and swordfighcer who returns to the 
town where he grew up only to discover 
it has come under the control of an evil 
witch-queen who has en.slaved the 
inhabitants and impristmed the princess 
who was his chiliihood friend. 


baddies with as much cunning, strength 
and violence as it is po.ssible to fit into 45 
minutes. This is pretty much par for the 
course, and Kabuto follou's a fairly 
standard western storyline and outcomes. 
Usual tropes are evoked, with Kabuto 
having to fight more and more powerful 
and nasty bad guys, and travel through 
more and more devilish traps. 

In many film genres there are stere- 
otypes and expected cliches, and Manga is 
no different. Kabuto is a fairly standard 
Manga film and although it sets no new 
standards, it is entertaining and colourful 
and provides as a good an introduction lo 
the genre as any. If you’re looking for a 
ground breaker or something that 
cran.seends the expected norms, in the 
case of Manga, that film is Akira. 
Spectacularly drawn, wonderfully moody, 
and well plotted, it is something like the 
Citizen Kane of the Manga world. 
Everyone wants to make an Akira. 

Owen Larkin 


“Sci- fi and fantasy Manga 
films arc now catering to a 
growing adult market and 
feature violence that would 
have Quentin Tarrantino 
squirming in his seat...” 


Ok. So the plots in these films aren’t 
always that complicated. Naturally, 
Kabuto must dispatch the multitudes of 
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Malibu Shores 

No one could accuse Aaron Spellint; of 
a surfeit of imaginatifjn or courage, and so 
it is not surprising that he lias reverted to 
one of the oldest and most successful 
genres ever, the tragic romance, for his 
new series. He docs have, however, a 
touching lack of faith in educational 
standards, or an insight into the indiffer- 
ence of his viewer, shamelessly ripping off 
Romeo mid Juliet for all the important 
elements of Malibu Shores (Ten, 7.30pm 
Sundays). What he has added, sturdy 
socialist that he is, is a theme of class 
conflict. Thus'Chloc (Juliet) intones with 
worldly wiseness at the beginning of the 
episode that there are only eighteen miles 
between Malibu and a place called “the 
Valley”, but “in realit)' they’re worlds 
apart”. 

From that point, it is a grinding 
inevitability' that this privileged daughter 
of a lawyer and a surgeon will meet up 
with a Valley boy. The scene moves 
quickly to Zack (Romeo) then, who is 
forced to move on while skate-boarding 
with some fi-iends by a security' guard, 
establishing just what bad news he is. The 
two income-bracket crossed lovers meet 
on another piece of private property', a 
Malibu beach. Thankfully, 2Lack gets 
arrested before he compares her to a 
summer’s day, but after he gets her phone 
number. 

At the Pacific Coast High School, which 
has the social dynamics of the school in 
Clueless, without the redeeming satirical 
intent, Zack and Chloc meet again. Their 
romance is not popular. Chloe’s brother, 
and a jealous would-be boyfriend called 
Teddy, band together after the melee that 


incomplete, she has only hei-selfto blame. 

With only vague notes to work fi'om, 
the producer of the series, Maggie Wadey', 
has considerable freedom. She has 
e.xercised it well in Ihe liuccaucers, which 
foetuses on the marital machinations of a 
group of eligible y'oung American 
debutantes, who have coihe to England 
to acquire themsch'es husbands. Princi- 
ple amongst them is Nan St. George, so 
sensitive and idealistic a creature that one 
fears she must come to a bad end. If it 
sounds reminiscent of Jane Austen, it’s 
because it is. However, while Austen was 
interested in the respectably destitute, 
Wharton goes for the indecently wealthy. 
It is wealth which doesn’t stop frctftil 
mothers assessing each others’ daughters 
like cattle, and wishing for their own a 
husband from England, where, as Laura 
Testvalley, die girl’s governess puts it: “a 
gentleman does not earn money”. 

The daughters’ means of attracting 
bachelors is to rent an English cottage, 
Runnymede, and run c.\ubcrantly around 
the hills, filling the land Mth their ill- 
disguised American accents. One 
gentleman has calmed them down 
enough to get them in his punt wthout 
ot'erturning it, bur things have pro- 
gressed no further. Nan St. George, on 
the other hand, has been haunting 
brooding Cornish castles, and run into 
the mysterious, reclusive, Julius (played 
wondcrftilly by James Frain). His worst 
fear is being “hunted” for his title and its 
attendant capital, and one had to 
sympathise with him in his extraordinary 
unluckincss in meeting even so beguiling 
a bounty' hunter. 

Garth Crawford 


momentarily enlivened the scene at the 
beach. To demonstrate how opposed they 
are to inter-class fraternisation, they carry 
out a mob style hit on the garbage bags 
outside of Zack’s valley hovel. This 
provokes somebody, only possibly Zack, 
to retaliate by burning down Teddy’s 
house. If that smacks of being a little 
disproportionate, we can be sure Spelling 
will try hard to make it seem reasonable. 

If necessary, Shakespeare can be called 
upon again. Even so, it w'as hard not to 
more generally agree with 2^ck’s protesta- 
tions of innocence; “This is all just a big 


mistake.” 

The Buccaneers 

The ABC probably wasn’t too worried 
that it was limiting its audience by 
showing Edith Wharton’s Ttsc liucenueers 
at the same time as Malibu Shares. For 
those who have not seen enough of 
impractically dressed maidens and foppi.sh 
young bachelors since Ih-idc and Preju- 
dice, this television adaptation comes as 
welcome relief. Some of the young men 
arc more foppish than Fidith Wharton 
ever imagined them to be, but then as she 
was careless enough to leave her last work 


Xander Drax is also a somewhat diftcrent 
take on the gloating mega-villain, as he 
spends most of the film acting like a 
rather charming, likeable (if insane and 
murderous) gut with a very chatty' 
dialogue sty'le. 

I stumbled into this film on a half-price 


There’s always something about men in 
lycra. Be they cyclists, aerobics instructors 
or just Adam West, there arc certain 
problems with taking them seriously'. To 
this end, Billy Zane’s costume wasn’t 
necessarily the best start to the Phantom’s 
move to the big screen. Further, why cast 
a man with such extraordinary eyebrows 
and lick-spit curl to his hair in a mask? 

But let us start with a bottom line to 
this film: how docs Zanc as the Phantom 
stand up against Keaton as Batman, 

Beatty' as Dick Tracey, Baldwin as Tlie 
Shadow and Petti as Tank Girl? Well, its 
watchabic if you’re looking for a action- 
adventure film who’s hero defies the 
humanly possible and stretches credibility' 
at every possible turn. Frankly this genre 
of recent comic re-makes on the big 
screen has to be topped by Tljc Shadow, 
closely followed by the first of the recent 
Batman Hicks (principally because of Jack 
Nicholson’s Joker). In a close field Tank 
Girl pulls our third, and Dick Tracey and 
'Ihe Phantom battle it out for second last 
over liatmau Forever. 

Now why this assessment? Well, anyone 
who gets The Shadow out on video and 
then goes tt) see the Phantom will get the 
point; both are about characters who gain 


powers/training in exotic wilderness 
locations, and then wind up in the big 
city' of New York to perform most of their 
hcroing. Both arc set in the inter-war Art 


sexual tension between the male and 
female leads. On all of these fi'onts Dte 
Sltadow tops the Tlte Phantom, hands 
down. And, unlike all the other films 
mentioned in this review. The Phantom 
really doesn’t have any particularly 
memorable one-liners. 

If anything, TIjc Phautom is rather ■ 
reminiscent of Indiana Jones and the I 
Temple oJ'Doom (particularly the L 

opening sequence) one action- I 

adventure hero must save the world | 
from the evil of a would-be dictator I 
who is scrambling to reassemble an ^ 
ancient artefact of exceptional mystic I! 

power. However, hawng said all of this, * 
Use Phantom is an enjoyble action- 5 
adventure comedy: Zanc puts in a ~ 
reasonably solid performance (and for a 
single shot in New York is the spitting 
image of the Phantom’s comic-book ' 

secret identity, the enigmatic Mr. 

Walker in his small, round dark glasses), 
and Patrick iMcGovern docs a great job as 
the Phantom’s father. There is a very 
watchabic female pirate, and also a 
“feisty” love-interest who turns out to be 
a fairly dab hand at hitting male thugs 
w'hcre it really, really hurts. The character 


ticket and stomach full of pasta and red 
wine with no intention of doing any real 
thinking and actually quite enjoyed 
myself. 1 thoroughly recommend it to 
anyone else finding themselves in the 
same position. Otherwise, if you like 
comic-action flicks, catch it on video. 

Champagne Charlie 


Deco period anil have opporuinities for 
lavish sets and costuming in keeping with 
this sumptuous period. Further, both 
have a PG rating, but one manages to do 
far more with the playful possibilities of 
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references to Hitchcock Hlitis arc 
thoroughly entertaining. Also, clever use 
oflike scenes in past and present make 
interesting scene transitions. 

Characters arc sketched methodically 
rather than drawn in the crude Iclt-tip 
stereotypes of Hollywood. Bleuteau as 
the central character is captivating. Rather 
than acting he manages to sculpt the role 
as a second-skin for himself. Relationships 
within the film, particularly that of the 
brothers, also seem to carry with them 
the starch reality long forgotten by 
Hollywood. 

Rather than a must .see, this film is a 
should see. Do yourself a fovour. 8.5 out 
of 10. 

Siobhan McDonnell 


Pierre to his home town for his father’s 
fiineral. Upon returning home Pierre 
successftilly manages to locate his 
adopted brother Marc and together they 
begin the search for Marc’s real father. 
Cinematic development of the theme 
occurs through the use of two time 
periods, the past, 1952 Quebec City 
which is host to the filming of Alfred 
Hitchcock’s I confess , and the present 
modern day Quebec, which run parialel 
to each other throughout the film. The 
final relerence to the theme is made in 
the final scene where Pierre walks olTwith 
Marc’s child, the future, on his shoulders. 

Visually the film is stimulating. The 
intermingling of footage from 
Hitchcock’s I confess with modern 


In fulfilling the prestigious role of 
opening film in the Director’s fortnight 
at the Cannes Film Festival The Confes- 
sional worked to stage the genius of 
director Robert Lepage. 

Until recently unknown outside 
Quebec, Lepage’s multi-layered psycho- 
logical drama hxs both an intellectual and 
visual eloquence. 

The predominant theme of the film is 
the need for an individual to establish 
their past in order to survive in the 
present. Tliis theme is best illustatcd by 
the central character Pierre’s (Lothaire 
Bluteau of Jesus of Montreal and Black 
Robe fame) statement that “The past 
carries the present like a child on his 
shoulder”. This theme is developed in 
terms of the plot by the returning of 


Lothaire Bluteau - The Thinking 
Woman’s Luke Perry? 


and shrieks from the little trogs sitting 
behind me, it was not only a bit too far 
above their heads, but managed to scare 
them stupid. 

Despite this failing, the animation is 
absolutely superb with the' same incred- 
ible depth shots that earned Beauty' and 
tlie Beast an Oscar Nomination, the 
attention to fine details that makes the 
large crowd scenes masterpieces in 
themselves. 

This is definitely a give-or-take Disney 
offering, but if you’re light on the funds, 
I’d save up for the next one. 

Princess of Frogsballs 


Esmerelda, whom he befriends and later 
shelters from the bad guy. The other 
good guy is is Captain of the Guard, who 
also falls in love with Fsmcrclda, and with 
Quasimodo’s reluctant help, saves her 
from the evil dutches of Frollo, who dies 
an inevitably fiery and dramatic death. 

The comic relief comes fi'om three 
c.xcitable gargoyles who serve an amusing 
running commentary on the state of 
Quasimodo’s lovc-lifc, but unfortunately, 
they’re not quite up to par wth Timon 
and Pumbaa from the Lion King. 

This is touted as a wonderfi.il children’s 
film, but judging from the gurgles, gasps 


In light of the incredible triumphs Disney 
has enjoyed over the last few years in the 
animated movie department, 1 went into 
this latest offering expecting to be rocked 
to my sentimental and soppy foundations. 
Of course I was, but it wasn’t to the same 
level on the Richter Scale that made me 
fall in love with Simba or want to have 
my very own Genic in my pocket for 
entertainment and free TimTams. 

The Disney formula is fail proof; a 
gorgeous girlie with bedroom eyes that’d 
make Brad Pitt dump old whatsername in 
a second, a hunlty', gallant, and vaguely 
witty hero, and the poor old ugly 


duckling who never fails to arouse stirring 
pity' in our heart. 

The storyline is a Disney-ised version 
of the Victor Hugo classic, but the 
character of the hunchback Quasimodo 
has been whitewashed, from an originally 
Phantom of the Opera-esque misunder- 
stood monster to a cringing, ingratiating 
figure. The basic storyline is that 
Quasimodo is the stolen ehild of a gj’psy 
woman, raised in a bell tower as the 
captive son of the evil Frollo. 

The movie opens during the Festival of 
Fools, during which Quasimodo cncoun- 
tyrs the spcll-binding beauty of 


performance moments. 

Although very light on text (do we really need 
any more written on the Beatles?) this book is 
crammed full of some of the most extraordinary 
photos of the phenomenon known as the Beatles, 
cleverly revealing them for what they really were; 
four young men having a lot of fun in an age of 
excitement. 

This is a collector’s item for anyone wth even a 
passing interest in Beatlemania or photography. It 
is superbly designed and great memorabilia of an 
age 1 wish would come again. 

Whining Maggot 


One of the greatest regrets of my short 
life has been that I was not born in the 
50s, and therefore not one of the 
privileged individuals to be a young adult 
during the reign of the Beatles. Such, 
however, was the luck of Terence 
Spencer, a photographer with Life 
Magazine who somehow found himself as 
an official photographer for the Beatles, 
just when they began their meteoric rise 
to superstardom. After three months n 
tlie road with the band, he had collected 
a wealth of photos of the four stars in 
tlieir more intimate moments, as well as 
some classic photos of their characteristic 
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packet of prunes and ends it in Holloway 
Women’s Prison, complete with baby, 
curry nappy, leaking nipples, a lawyer 
whose fee is a little stiff and a lu.sty lesbian 
called Sputnik. 

Doing what any other incarcerated 
mother would never contemplate, Maddy 
offloads baby Jack onto her friend Gillian; 
a chronic Husband-Hunter looking for “a 
sperm happj' to get egg all over its face”. 
Saddled wth an unexpectedly early 
offspring, Gillian is set on roller coaster of 
a learning curve, which sees her reduced 
to being an Image Palette Consultant 
who does the horizontal tango for some 
e.vtra cash, whilst simultaneously trying to 
enroll Jack into the Betty I-ord clinic for 
dummy addicts. 

Meanwhile, Alex of the Famous 
Vamoosing Gene (lather of the baby) is 
doing more vanishing acts than Floudini 
in a Hall of Mirrors, especially when he 


l-resh Irom the chilh-hot and snappy pen 
of Kathy Lctte, Mad C«iw is another 
incredible testimony to the laugh-power 
of this brilliant authoress. For those of 
you unfortunately deprived of her work, 
she can string together enough punchy 
one-liners to put Paul Keating out of 
business, and combine them with a 
mayhem of mating, mischief and men to 
produce a novel that is better than any 
orgasm, and considerably more amusing. 

Mad Cows is the inevitable and long- 
awaited sequel to her first triumph of 
Foetal Attraction , which featured the 
Icgg)' and luscious Maddy who followed 
her Bonk of the Year across to London, 
where he unceremoniously revealed the 
tableau of a wife and kids, of which 
Maddy was not to be a part, until she 
discovers she is pregnant. 

In Mad Cows , Maddy’s day begins 
when she ventures out to Harrods for a 


encounters Maddy in Holloway whilst 
hosting a documentary on female 
prisoners. It’s a less chan memorable 
reunion for Maddy, who is slowly 
realising she’s saddled with the .sprog of 
the Biggest Bastard in Recorded History. 
And we chink we’ve got problems. 

Wliat follows is a rollicking series of 
accidental adventures that sees Maddy 
meeting Prince Charles, kidnapping her 
psychiatrist’s cat, escaping during a calk 
show, stowing aw'ay on a yacht to the 
Bahamas anil tipping her breasts down 
the prison sink. 

Tliis is not a book for the faint-hearted 
or puritan; loaded with sexy, grung)', 
gutsy, no-holds-barred humour, if you 
have no innocence left to lose, this is a 
bed-time story to rival any other. 

Nerk. 


sustains them. Thus “Night penetrated 
the w'atcr like an old remorse. In the dry 
air of the water fomine the sparks 
screamed up and levitated over the lake 
like gu.sts of mad angels” is memorable 
for all the wi'ong reasons, but somehow' 
still plausible. Intermingled with .sensuous 
description, even 
hidden, are Drew'e’s 
more personal, 
sinew'd, observations. 
Will, reflecting on the 
bewildering change 
that the isolation of 
Australia has w'rought 
' on Angelica: “thinks 

how easv it is for the 

• i . . j 

„ (-v S ’ grandest adventure to 

' N L l\’i. be negated by a look, 

? a remark, a silence. 

• # Maybe w'orse than 

missed opportunities 
are those not missed 
which should have 
been.” 

Drew'c’s special gift 
is to make one sense 
the w'oiid more 
intensely, notice 
breaths of w'ind, the sound of rain, and 
the quality of light. Which is not to .say 
that the story-telling suffers. The 
disparate strands of the beginning of 77if 
Drowncr, w'here it almost seems three 
novels are being w'ritten, are interw'oven 
more and more tightly as the it proceeds 
to its conclusion in the desert. 

With the w'l yness of an ex -journalist, 
Robert Drew'c would appreciate the irony 
if his scj'listic w'ork, rather chan a more 
dogmatically narrative or self-consciously 
Australian book w'ere to become the 
Great Australian Novel. It needn’t have 
to, of course. Released from the w'eight of 
such expectations, 77/e 77roii'/;e/- still fares 
very w'cll as a piece of confident, devel- 
oped writing. 

Garth Crawford 


Robert Drewe’s seventh work of fiction, 
w'hich has taken him a decade to com- 
plete, is 77/e Drowncr. Perhaps awed at 
this thought, it has been hailed by .some 
of the more excitable commentators as a 
contender for that most elusive of titles, 
the Great Australian Novel. With 
dignified immodesty, 

Drew'c isn’t about to 
deny it that possibility, 
merely calling it his 
“big book”. He has 
left it for others to 
declare the Great 
Austialian Novel, 
something that surely 
w'on’t be found until 
w'e have the self- 
confidence to stop 
looking for it. The 
agreed upon features 
arc present in 'Use 
D/'flH'Hrr though, a 
concern for human 
interaction w'ith our 
harsh landscape and 
past, and w'ith each 
other. With enjoyable 
perversity', Drewe 
chooses water as a motif for his elcgandy 
told love story. William Dance and 
Angelica Lloyd meet in English baths, 
and their romance and trials are skilftilly 
united by the author’s fascination w'ith 
the element. 

Will is a “drow'ner” of land, a w'arer 
engineer w’ho, at tile turn of the century, 
travels from rain-soaked England to the 
West Australian desert to bring w'ater to 
the remote goldfields. In his mastery of 
image, and spare but beautiful descrip- 
tions of this quest, Drew'c reveals his 
strongest claim to pre-emi]ience.T//r 
Drowi/er is by an author w'ho enjoys 
w'ords, w'eighs and places each w'ithoiit 
mistaking linguistic asceticism for 
aestheticism. Even w'here choices of 
similes are questionable, his elegiac prose 
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New evidence 
that one can 
still be blinded 
by science 


and now a love story for the 90’s 


Tlicre wns this male engineer, on a cruise ship in the 
Caribbean for the first time. It was wonderful, the 
c.vpcriencc of his life. He was being waited on hand an 
foot. But, it did not last. A Hurricane came up unex- 
pectedly. The ship went down almost instantly. 

The man found himself, he kne\y not how, swept up on 
the shore of an island. There was nothing else anywhere 
to be seen. No person, no supplies, nothing. The man 
looked around. There were some bananas and coconuts, 
but that was it. He was desperate, and forlorn, but 
decided to make the best of it. So for the next four 
months he ate bananas, drank coconut juice and mostly 
looked to the sea mightily for a ship to come to his 
rescue. 

One day, as he was lying on the beach stroking his beard 
and looking for a ship, he spotted movement out of the 
corner of his eye. Could it be true, was it a ship? No, 
from around the corner of the island came this rowboat. 
In it was the most goi-geous wontan he had ever seen, or 
at least seen in 4 months. She was tall, tanned, and her 
blond hair flowing in the sea breeze gave her an almost 
ethereal quality'. She spotted him also as he was waving 
and yelling and screaming to get her attention. She 
rowed her boat towards him. 

In disbelief, he asked, “VVhere did you come from? How 
did you get here”? 

She said, “1 rowed from the other side of the island. I 
landed on this island when my cruise ship sank” 
“Amazing”, he said, “1 didn’t know anyone else had 
survived. How many of you arc there? Where, did you 
get the rowboat? You must have been really lucky to 
have a rowboat wash-up with you?” 

“It is only me”, she said, “and the rowboat didn’t wash 


up, nothing else did.” 

“Well then”, said the man, “how did you get the rowboat?” 

1 made the rowboat out of raw material that 1 found on the 
island, replied the woman. The oars were whittled from 
Gum tree branches, 1 wove the bottom from Palm 
branches, and the sides and stern came from a Eucalyptus 
tree. Let’s row over to my place, she said.” So they both got 
into the rowboat and left for her side of island. 

The woman easily rowed them around to a wharf that led to 
the approach to her place. She tied up the rowboat with a 
beautifully woven hemp rope. They walked up a stone walk 
and around a Palm tree, there stood an exquisite bungalow 
painted in blue and white. 

“It’s not much, she said, but 1 call it home. Sit down please, 
would you like to have a drink?” 

“No, said the man, one more coconut juice and I will 
puke.” “It won’t be coconut juice, the woman replied, I 
have a still, how about a Pina Colada? Trying to hide his 
continued amazement, the man accepted, and they sat 
down on her couch to talk. 

“You look great, said the woman, I think 1 will go up and 
slip into .something more comfortable.” So she did. 

And, the man continued to sip his Pina Colada. After a 
short time, the woman returned wearing fig leafs strategi- 
cally positioned and smelling faintly of gardenia. 

“Tell me, she asked, we have both been out here for a very 
long time with no companionship. You know what I mean. 
Have you been lonely, is there anything that you really miss? 
Something that all men and woman need. Something that it 
would be really nice to have right now.” 

“Yes there is, the man replied, as he moved closer to the 
woman while fusing a winsome gaze upon her, “Tell me ... 
Do you happen to have an Internet connection?” 


Three Australian educational 
institutions were commissioned 
by the government to discover 
why the human penis is the 
shaped the way it is. Melbourne 
University allocated a budget of 
$500,000 For research. After 2 
years they concluded that the 
reason the head of the penis is 
wider tlian the shaft is that it fits 
better, when in situ, so to speak. 
This would prevent leakage of 
semen and increase the probabil- 
ity of successfi.il fertilisation. 

Monash University' spent 
$750,000 on a research pro- 
gramme that lasted 3 years. The 
results showed that the penis 
widened near the tip because it 
maximised the number of nerve 
endings stimulated during sex. 
This would lead to increased 
sensitivity and a better chance of 
impregnation. 


caption competition 


last month’s entry 


Finally, the Australian National 
University spent $10 on a copy 
of Playboy and 10 minutes in the 
staff toilet, only to discover that 
the penis widens at tlie tip in 
order to prevent your hand from 
slipping off the end. 


“The 'Vanstone kids help Mum formulate 
Liberal Higher Education Policy” 
caption by Liam White 


UFO’s Buzz University 
Games 




Could this mysterious looking person be the 
reincarnation of Ghengis Kahn? Maybe a baby 
photo of Amanda Vanstone. We’ll let you 
decide. For yoiir chance to win free ticket to 
the gig of your choice at the Uni Bar, simply 
provide a caption for this photo. 


Thi.s amazing photo .show.s that aliens ilo 
rciilly exist and have been seen buzzing the 
University Games. Either that or this is a 
photo of someone’s frisbee. 
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“Horoscope’s for all, 
not just drug-fucKccI 
hippies!” 


AQUAIUUS (Jan. 20 - Fcb.l9) 

You liavc an inventive mind and are inclined to be progressive. You 
lie a great deal. On the other hand, you arc inclined to be careless 
and impractical, causing youto make the same mistake over and over 
again. Most people think you arc stupid. 


PISCES (Feb. 20 - Mar. 20) 

You have a vivid imagination and often think you are being followed 
by the C.I.A. or F.B.I. You have a minor influence over associates 
and people resent you for your flaunting of your pow’cr. You lack 
confidence and arc generally a coward. Pisces people do terrible 
things to small animals. 


ARIES (Mar. 21 - Apr. 19) 

You arc the pioneer type and hold most people in contempt. You arc 
quick tempered, impatient, and scornful of advice. You arc not very 
nice. 


TAURUS (Apr. 20 - May 20) 

You are practical and persistent. You have a dogged determination 
and work like hell. Most people think you are stubborn and bull- 
headed. Taurus people have B.O. and fart a lot. 


This is Fritz, a recently passed awy mcmbci' of the LAPD. Fritz’s job was to sniff out drugs in 
some of the biggest narcotics operations in US drug enforcement history. Unfortunately, Fritz 
developed a habit of sniffing too much of the cocaine he was finding. This poor dog developed 
a S600 a week habit in no time at all. Police initially tried to satisfy the dog’s habit by giving 
him some of the evidence that would turn up in raids. They eventually got tired of criminals 
getting off because their dog had inhaled all the proof. So they shot him. 


GEMINI (May 21 - June 20) 

You arc a quick and intelligent thinker. People liek you because you 
are bise.Yual. However, you are inclined to expect too much for too 
little. This means you arc cheap. Geminis arc know for committing 
incest. 


old and decrepit 


CANCER (June 21 - July 22) 

You are sympathetic and understanding to otiicr people’s problems. 
They think you arc a sucker. You arc always putting things off. That’s 
why you will never make anything of yourself. Most welfare recipi- 
ents arc Cancer people. 


In light of our recent 
shafting by certain 
members of the elec- 
toral invaders, this old 
and decrepit article 
from 1 986 offers an 
infinitely preferable 
and more practical 
manner of electing our 
president-to-be. It 
would certainly attract 
more voters to the 
ballot box 
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LEO (July 23 - Aug. 22) 

You consider yourself a born leader. Others think you arc pushy. 
Most Leo people are bullies. You are vain and dislike honest critisism 
Your arrogance is disgusting. Leo people arc thieves. 


VIRGO (Aug. 23 - Sept. 22) 

You are the logical type and hate disorder. This nit-picking is 
sickening to your friends. You are cold and unemotional and some 
times fall asleep wliilc making love. Virgoes are good bus drivers. 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 - Oct. 22) 

You are the artistic type and have a difficult time with reality. If you 
arc a man, you are most likely queer. Chances for employment and 
monetary gains arc excellent. Most Libra women arc good prosti- 
tutes. All Libras have venereal disease. 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23 - Nov. 21) 

You are shrewd in business and cannot be trusted. You will achieve 
the pinnacle of success because of your total lack of ethics. Most 
Scorpio people arc murdered.. ^ 


C'i 


SAGHTARIUS (Nov. 22 - Dcc.-21) 

You arc optimistic and enthusiastic. You have a reckless tendency to 
rely on luck since you lack talent. The majority of Sagittarians arc 
drinks or dope fiends. People laugh at you a great deal. 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 - Jan. 19) 

You are conservative and afraid of taking risks. You don’t do much of 
anything and are lazy, there has never been a Capricorn of impor- 
tance. Capricorns should avoid standing too long as a dog might 
think you are a tree and piss on you. 
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National Library of Australia 


http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page16008976 






National Library of Australia 


http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page16008977 





